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FHANA Introduces "Horse of the Year" 
program for 2018 
 
The FHANA Horse of the Year program is designed to 
acknowledge and reward those horses that are excelling in 
various disciplines.   
Nominations will come from the following area: 

• Central Mare Show nomination-Champion of the Mare 
Show 
• Riding nomination-nomination comes from the 
membership at large or chapters 

• Driving nomination-nomination comes from the membership at large or 
chapters 

• Breeding nomination-Additional information will be required from the KFPS 

 
FHANA Awards 
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FHANA Introduces New 
Membership Category 
 
The FHANA Board would like to introduce 
the Sport/Pleasure membership beginning in 
2019.   
 
 Continue Reading 

 

 

 
 

2018 Awards!  Don't let your 
hard work go to waste. 
 
The 2018 Show Season is quickly coming to 
an end.  Don't let your hard work go to 
waste.  Enter for one of the FHANA Year 
End Awards.  You never know, you just 
might win! 
 
FHANA Awards 

 

 

 
 

Board of Directors Elections 
Nominations now open!!! 
 
Board of Directors Elections 2019 
  
November 1, 2018-Call for Nominations 
November 30, 2018-Close Nominations 
December 6, 2018-Email/Mail Campaign 
Questions 
December 17, 2018-Return of Campaign 
Questions and Biographies 
January 1, 2019-Mail/Email Ballots, Campaign Question Responses & Bios to 
Membership 
January 31, 2019-Election Closes 
February 5, 2019-Count Ballots and Announce Results 
  
In 2019 Dr. Rosanne Palermo and Barb Renico are both up for reelection.   
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The Friesian Well presents the 
2019 Stallion Tour 
 
Join us for the KFPS Stallion Show Tour January 8 
to 15, 2019. 
 
The Friesian Well offers a delightful, and affordable 
tour of the Netherlands, Leeuwarden and 
surrounding area of northern Friesland during the 
Stallion Show Tour 2019. Our groups are small, fun 
and personal with a native Friesian speaking host 
leading the tour. We take care of everything! Our 
tour includes VIP Stallion Show seats, hotel, 
transportation, and meals (breakfast and dinner) 
each day. We pick you up at Schiphol and deliver 
you back to the airport when the tour has ended. 
You will enjoy Stallion Barn tours, including Stal 
Baron-Spahn, Stal Chardon, Henswoude, on 
Sunday after the show. We have a special day 
planned for Monday which include seeing sights 
and visiting some really special places in Friesland. 
 
Please contact Will and Teresa Bron for more 
details and tour price. 
 
Contact via email 
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2019 FHANA AGM:  Schedule of Events   

Chapter News 
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To be included in the Chapter news, all Chapter submissions must be 
received by the FHANA office by the 25th of each month.  Submissions 

can be sent to fhana@fhana.com 

Great Lakes Friesian Horse Association  
 
 
The Great Lakes Friesian Horse Association was pleased to sponsor 
the annual 2018 Keuring in Custer Wisconsin on September 24th - 
25th. Thirty eight beautiful horses registered for this annual event and 
these entries were from the states of Wisconsin, Michigan, Iowa, and 
Illinois. This year's Inspection included a clinic offered by Jan Hellinx and Ester Reen. What a 
great opportunity to learn from experienced KFPS judges so willing to share their knowledge 
and expertise on the Friesian horse!   In addition, Tiffany and Willem van der Kooi shared 
their Thorben 466 Sport Elite with attendees, providing driving and long lining 
demonstrations. It was exciting for all to see an approved Friesian stallion up close and 
personal performing with such power and grace. 
  
GLFHA members, KFPS judges, and runners shared a lovely dinner the night before the  
Keuring at the Sky Club, a supper club in Plover 
Wisconsin. What a wonderful way to spend time with 
good friends, establish new relationships, and to 
become acquainted with our judges and runners!   At 
the Keuring, GLFHA held an auction that was well 
attended by members and the public. Keuring auction 
items included but were not limited to beautiful 
photographs of Friesians, tack, jewelry, clothing, 
grooming supplies, and generous donations of Wybren 
464 Sport and Thorben 466 Sport Elite breedings. 
Competition was stiff for silent auction items and it was certainly entertaining to watch as 
bidders competed for items! All proceeds from the auction go to support the association and 
we were certainly pleased by the outcome.  
  
GLFHA is thankful for our energetic and willing Keuring volunteers. Our two day inspection at 
the Heartland Equestrian Center was successful due to the contributions and support of these 
dedicated, hard working members. In addition, we are grateful for the efforts of Nikki 
Augustine, our 2018 Auction Coordinator, and Tiffany van der Kooi our Keuring 
Coordinator.   This event requires months of preparation, attention to detail, and the ability to 
coordinate activities locally, regionally, and internationally.   We are truly fortunate to have 
such a talented pool of individuals to support this effort.  
  
It was exciting to see the promising new colts and fillies 
and the beautiful stallions, mares and geldings. Six 
talented horses participated in the IBOP ridden, what 
incredible performances to watch! We wish to extend our 
congratulation to our deserving Champions and Reserve 
Champions: 
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•      The Markey's mare, Lyren fan North Ster, received 1e, Champion, and Champion 
of the Day; 

•      Heidi and Eric Smith's mare, Tshalline van GV, was granted 2e Ster and Reserve 
Champion Mare; 

•      The Markey's two year old horse, Annie fan North Ster, was awarded 2e and 
Reserve Champion Youth; 

•      Willem and Tiffany Van der Kooi's colt, Hielke fan Black Pearl, was awarded 1e, 
Champion and Champion Youth; 

•      Steve Smith's colt, Indy fan Royal Thunder, received 2e Reserve Champion; 

•      Melissa Sharkey's filly, Hadarah K.O., was awarded 2e and Champion; 

•      And Amy and Scot Bartels's filly, Hannaweitske HF, was awarded 2e and Reserve 
Champion. 

The Markey's family's two year old stallion, Auwen fan North Ster, was judged in the young 
stallion Category 16. This incredible stallion sired by Date 477 and from their Kroon mare, 
Ibeltsje fan North Ster, was invited by the KFPS judges to send videos to the KFPS stallion 
testing.  We would like to congratulate the Markey Family and wish them all the best as they 
embark on this new journey! 
  
Two of our GLFHA families took advantage of the opportunity to send their horses to ABFP  
training and testing in Spencerville Indiana. Wim and 
Marjan Cazemier, in concert with their talented team, 
provided training to the offspring of Date 477 and Bene 
476. The goal of ABFP is to objectively assess the 
horse's aptitude for dressage, driving, and/or show 
driving. GLFHA participants were so grateful for this 
incredible opportunity and pleased with the training 
results. Both families would highly recommend others 
participate in this event as other approved stallions 
undergo offspring testing. 
  
This year, Tiffany van der Kooi was successful across a number of performance fronts. Her 
talented Friesian mare achieved Sport Elite status and is now known as Jildou fan e 
Boppelannen Sport Elite. Tiffany also participated with her mare at the Central Mare show in 
Ohio, performing freestyle with two other Sport Elite mares. Last but not least, we are happy 
to announce that she was awarded the USDF Silver Dressage Medal. We wish to extend our 
congratulations to Tiffany on her successes and her tireless efforts to promote our beloved 
breed.  
 
Submitted by Joann Clough 

 

 

Atlantic Canada Friesian Horse Association 



 
Our brand new club, (founded October 2016) small but mighty (currently 18 members) was 
very excited to be able to host the first ever inspection in Atlantic Canada, our region! 
Amherst, Nova Scotia was chosen as the central location. The inspection was held at VS 
Equestrian owned and operated by Gillian Vansnick-Daniels. 
The day before the inspection there was a lot of rain, but thankfully on inspection day it 
cleared, the rings dried up and it turned out to be a beautiful day. 
  
The day started with two IBOB tests followed by the inspection of older foalbook mares, who 
didn't have the opportunity to go to an inspection in our area before. Needless to say the 
owners were thrilled with this opportunity.  
The horses (and runners) were cheered for no matter 
what the result. All presented mares made studbook 
with Anneke fan Green pastures (Fridse 423) owner 
Erin Falkenham, NS and Bonnie fan Boundary Creek 
(Feitse 293) owner Zita Whitlock, NB achieving 
studbook with 3rd premie. 
  
For young mares the elegant, recently imported Eke 
fan Marksate (Walt 487) owned by Medea Mclean 
(Cape Breton) took home second premie and was 
awarded youth champion.  
  
Two stallions and a gelding were presented for star. 
  
In the category older mares there were the 2nd premie star mare Geeske P. ( Sipke 450) and 
Crown mare Tryntsje Wv (Erik 351) presented.  
  
At lunchtime we all went to the Duncan's Pub in 
Amherst and enjoyed a delicious lunch together and 
had some great social time.  
  
After lunch the championship was held. Striving for 
the Day Championship were: Eke fan Marksate, 
Tryntsje Wv. and Geeske P.  Tryntsje Wv. was 
awarded champion and Geeske P. reserve. Both 
mares are owned by Rico St. Piere and Valerie Le 
Bouthilier from NB  
The Canadian and Dutch anthems were played. 
Followed by a victory lap with the music "We Are the 
Champions".  
  
When the inspection part was concluded the judges 
and runners conducted a very informative clinic. 
From linear scoring to favorable and not so 
favorable conformation traits. 
We learned that in general our horses were still a bit 
"fat" (too rich of a condition). That as owner you can 
do a lot of training at home, teaching your horse to 
turn away from you and to stand for the judge. As 

 

 

 

 



well as lunging with a low head set to encourage your horse to bring the back up and build a 
better topline. 
  
At the end of the day the judges were treated to some Maritime hospitality by visiting club 
member Tineke Leenstra's dairy farm in Salisbury NB and enjoyed some home cooking 
before they hit the road again.  
  
All in all it was a great experience with our small club coming together and making the 
inspection run smoothly. We truly enjoyed the judges and runners expertise and willingness 
to share their knowledge.  
 
We are looking forward to be able to host our next 
inspection; it was a great experience for all. 
What a great way to come together and share our 
love and passion for the Friesian horse! 
 
Submitted by Anna Osinga-Bouman 

 

 

Friesian Horse Association of the Mid-East 
 
The Friesian Horse Association of the Mid-East (FHAME) would like to thank all participants 
of  
the Tennessee Keuring and congratulate them on the 
presentation of their beautiful friesians. Some of the highlights 
include Iris Mary of F.N.F., Champion Mare and Champion of the 
Day, owned by Michelle Sumner; Xena, Reserve Champion 
Mare, owned by Julia Rowinski; Hadley Fan Riverchase, 
Champion Filly, owned by Angie DePuydt; Iconic Fan Pitch 
Black, Reserve Champion Filly, owned by Kylee Dunn; Issac, 
Champion Colt, owned by Blue Ridge Friesians; Holden Fan 
Riverchase, Reserve Champion Colt, owned by Angie DePuydt; 
Bucephalus, Youth Champion, owned by Lisa Baker; Wimer's 
Victory, Champion Gelding, owned by Caron Osborn; and 
Wanda of Black Pearl, IBOP Champion, owned by Sherri & Kyle Garner. 
  
FHAME would also like to thank their members and volunteers who made our 2018 Keuring 
in Tennessee possible. This event has so many working parts and we are very grateful and 
proud of this team. Thank you to Tammy Ammen; Tammy Andring; Greg Baker; Ruth Baugh 
and her granddaughter, Kendall; Valerie Bseibess; Digital Dave; Kay Cassell Insurance; 
Angie DePuydt; Wes and Kylee Dunn; Kari Hester Photography; Donna Kelley; Alice Klein; 
Ana Norris; Cherie Partlo; Julia Rowinski; Dan and Amy Thomas; and Walters State / Great 
Smoky Mountain Expo Center, John Baldie, Michael Hasty andJackie. 
  
Lastly we want to say thank you to our FHAME board members, Lisa Baker, Rachel Clifford, 
Tracy Estes and Caron Osborn. 
 

 

 



 

Iris Mary of F.N.F., Champion Mare and Champion of the Day. Photo By Kari Hester 
Photography 

 

 

Wanda of Black Pearl, IBOP Champion. Photo By Kari Hester Photography 
 

 

Bucephalus, Youth Champion. Photo By Kari Hester Photography 
 

 
Submitted by Caron Osborn and Lisa Baker 
 

Pacific Friesian Horse Club 
 
The Pacific Friesian Horse Club (PFHC) held their annual keuring on October 1 and 2, 2018, 
at the beautiful Thunderbird Show Park in Langley, British Columbia. The judges arrived a 
day early and managed to squeeze in some time to go whale watching on the beautiful BC 



coast prior to the keuring. The PFHC also held their annual general meeting and had a 
wonderful  
dinner and silent auction with many great items up for 
bid. A highlight of the evening was the presentation of 
Chapter Person of the Year to long-time breeder Bert 
Brunia of All-Star Friesians for his many contributions to 
the club and to the Friesian horse community.  
 
The keuring got started the next day with a brief 
introduction by the judges, after which the spectators 
were entertained by the impressive stallion Oberon as 
he and rider Tony Jackson performed in the IBOP. 
There was an excellent turnout with 34 horses registered, including 17 foals, and an 
appreciative audience. Bert and Hannah Brunia were awarded several first premies, as well 
as Art Postma, Leo Zylstra and Hank and Henrietta VanderKooi. Club photographer Marion 
Cox captured the majestic beauty of each Friesian in 
the arena. After such a great keuring everyone is already 
looking forward to doing it again next year!  
 
 
Submitted by Stacey DeBoer 

 

 

 

 

Central California Friesian Horse Club 
 
The Central California Keuring was held on Saturday, September 22 at DG Bar Ranch with 
record numbers of horses, exhibitors and spectators making a fun filled day. The Central 
California Friesian Horse Club hosted the event, kicking it off with a pasta dinner at the 
trailers on Friday night. We had a total of 50 beautiful friesians attend, 48 entries and the 
honor of viewing two approved stallions. Sibald 380 was still strutting his stuff at 21 years of 
age and Jisse 433, a Jasper 366 son, both owned by Frank Leyendekker, was beautiful to 
watch on the long lines.. Our esteemed judges were Wil Thjssen and Danielle vanVliet who 
did a spectacular job getting all the horses judged even though they had to face the very hot, 
95 degree sunny California weather! Our runners, Remmelt Hoekstra and Niels Kramer didn't 
miss a step and showed the last horse as energetically as the first one. Exhibitors and 
spectators were well fed by Dabs Taco truck and Reba's' Mediterranean Kitchen.  
 
The day began with a riding IBOP. The 4 year old mare, Tara fan Synaeda (Reinder 452 x 
Beart 411), owned by Sharon Bechler, ridden by Willy Arts, wowed the crowd with a score of 
79.5, the second highest in North America, which won her the Iron Springs Dressage Cup 
Champion title. Next up were the 7 colts. The Champion Colt was 1st Premie, Ids (Jisse 433 
x Rindert 406) owned by Frank Leyendekker and Reserve Champion Colt was Graham FF 
owned by Nonning and Diane Leyendekker who also own Georgette (Jisse 433 x Doaitsen 
420) the 1st Premie,Champion Filly out of a field of 10. Reserve Champion Filly went to 
Genevieve Wytske of WHM (Hessel 480 x Beart 411), owned by Sharon Bechler. Pier and 
Darlene van der Hoek own the 2 year old stallion, Atze (Julius 486 x Tsjalle 454who received 
a )1st Premie and was named Youth Champion. Reserve Youth Champion went to Fanny 



(Jisse 433 x Tsjalle 44), owned by Jonathan Brothers. The 3 year old stallion, Willem 
Alexander T.C.F(Jisse 433 x Sjaard 320), owned by Bernardino Ponce received a Ster. 
Pier and Darlene van der Hoek are the proud owners of the Champion Mare, newly named 
Crown Mare and Champion of the Day, the beautiful 4 year old, Vivian (Bene 476 x Karst 
362). The Reserve Champion Mare, Tieneke (Bene 476 x Meinse 439) is also owned by Pier 
and Darlene van der Hoek. 
 
It was a day filled with friends, new and old, fun, great food and beautiful friesians and we 
sincerely thank everyone who gave their time and energy to make this day such a great 
success. 
 
Congratulations to all! 
 

 

Pier and Darlene van der Hoek ,Vivian, Champion Mare, Champion of the Day, Crown Mare, 
judges, runners, handlers, Tieneke, 2nd Premie,Reserve Champion Mare 

 

 

 
Tara fan Synaeda,Iron Springs Farm Dressage Cup Champion, IBOP 79.5, 2nd Premie, Willy 

Arts, Sharon Bechler, Anke Oosterbaan Synaeda 
 



 

 
Champion Colt Ids and Reserve Champion Colt Graham FF, Frank Leyendekker, Judges, 

Runners, Handlers 
 

 

 
Willem Alexander T.C.F., 3 year old Ster Stallion, owner Bernardino Ponce, judges. 

 
 

Submitted by Sharon Bechler 

Friesian Horse Club of Southern California 
 
It was a hot, and strangely humid summer for us, and now it's not quite as hot, but still around  
90 degrees and occasionally humid. We are waiting for the 
Autumn weather to arrive and hope that it will be here 
soon.  
 
     The FHCSC has been busy. In August, we were the 
only breed represented at the Orange County Fair in Costa 
Mesa, CA. The Fair provides us with our own pavilion in 
the Centennial Farm and livestock area. We had 4 large 
bedded pipe stalls with plenty of hay available set  

 

 



away from the guests, but still viewable by a walkway with a pipe 
railing to allow the horses time to relax between their hour stints in 
a "Meet and Greet" exhibit stall. Most of us were returnees from 
last year's fair, but Tara Beck, our club secretary and her 
daughter, Kelly brought their Friesian mare, Gala to join us on the 
Fair's final day. It's a long, 10- or 11-hour day for all, but very 
appreciated by the guests and the Fair operators alike. 
 
     September saw several opportunities to bring out our Black 
Pearls. Club members participated in two parades. The Norco 
Labor Day parade took place on a 1.5mi strip of Sixth Street in 
Norco, CA. Jennifer O'Gara rode her mare, Tetsje fan Gaasterlans 
Grun (Folkert 353  
Pref x Sjaard 320) to an Ocean 
recreation theme with Calvary 
Chapel, Norco. The group won 
first place in their division and 
attributed it to having Tetsje on board; amazing how our 
Black Pearls bling up an event. Beatrice Whiteley, our club 
president headed up the Hesperia Parade effort, a 
lovely outing with a nice, well- attended turnout. I have 
ridden in that parade in the past but had trailer problems 
and couldn't attend this year. It is a comfortable parade in 
which to start your inexperienced horses (as I 
did), and Beatrice is a gracious and appreciative hostess 
to all who attend. 
 
     The Friday before our Keuring, club members had the opportunity to participate in The 
Good Grief Camp, a child and youth equine experience tailored to kids who have witnessed a 
violent death, either a suicide or a murder. Loma Linda University Children's Hospital 
sponsors this event, and it is hosted by Kim Nassar at her ranch in Redlands, CA. Several 
club members with their Friesians attended without mishap and were rewarded with helping 
these kids overcome their traumatic experiences through truly treasured Black Pearl 
experiences. I was unable to participate this year due to attending "Judging the Friesian 
Horse", the 3-day seminar graciously hosted by Ruth and Greg Page at Maddi's Friesian 
Ranch and taught by KFPS Judge, Will Thijssen in Gardnerville, NV. Will presented much 
valuable breed information in a very personable and thorough manner. Those who attended 
are looking forward to Part 2, possibly taught in 2019. 
 
     The FHCSC 2018 Keuring at Del Mar Horse Park in Southern California went very well. 
The weather was a bit cool for this time of year at around 73 degrees, (those of you living in 
generally colder climates - don't laugh) but the horses had no problem enjoying the Friesian 
friendly temps. Joan Fernandez brought Monte 378 to perform our opening ceremony. Monte 
378 is such a gentleman, and Joan is always so gracious that we very much love and 
appreciate them both, considering it a privilege and a pleasure to have the pair and their 
support team appear.  
 
     Two of our club members, Devon Wyman and Jennifer O'Gara received 2nd Premiums for 
their foals. Devon's colt, Ilari (Hessel 480 x Sipke 450) was awarded Reserve Champion colt, 
and Jennifer O'Gara's filly, Grietje Elke fan Himel (Jisse 433 x Sape 381) received Champion 
Filly. (Although she was the only filly there, I think she's a winner regardless). Many thanks to 

 

 

 

 



Tim Isbell, and the FHCSC board and volunteers who made this a pleasant and successful 
event again this year. 
 
     Two weekends after that during the first week of October, the FHCSC appeared at the 3-
day Norco Horse Affair 2018 at the iconic George Ingalls's Equestrian Event Center in Norco, 
CA. This is our 2nd year at this event, and Tara Beck was our event coordinator. Suzy 
Seamon rode her Friesian mare, Integrity, (Ulbert 390) on security patrol for the NHA. The 
club brought horses for the Breed Exhibit area and represented FHANA with a booth and 
exhibit stall. Carol Nieblas and her star gelding, Touche (Onne 376 x Wander 352) were a 
main stay for the booth, filling in when we had a vacant spot. We also had 3 horses perform 
in the Breed of Nations presentation & parade; one horse each day performed to a 3-minute 
narration expounding the history and finer points of the Friesian Breed. Thanks to Joan 
Fernandez's team, and Aimee Ziller and Brian Ludens for performing, and for my dear mare, 
Tetsje whose cinch was too tight and wouldn't canter, ("couldn't" according to her), because 
of it.  
 
     On October 21st, the FHCSC sponsored an All-Breed Amateur Horse Show at Buffalo 
Meadows Ranch in Redlands, CA. We had 57 entrants ranging from minis to mules, to light 
and even draft horses, and a wide variety of classes from Halter through English, Western, 
Trail, Driving, and even Costume. The weather was perfect, the FHCSC board and volunteers 
were in fine form, and a good time was had by all. Devon Wyman, our club treasurer was the 
event coordinator, and her family members were a tremendous support. She even roped in 
her mother (who volunteered) to run the food shack with barbecue and snacks available 
throughout the event. It was a long, but happy day, and the club did well with a hugely 
successful raffle of nearly 3 dozen gift baskets full of all donated goodies. Our Keuring staff 
backbone under Devon's leadership, plus our additional volunteers did a fantastic job. The 
show was so well received by the participants and the ranch owners that we were asked to 
do it again in the spring. 
 
     To put the cherry on the whipped cream, a Black Pearl stallion named Strata and his 
owner, Terri Matera won Champion of the Day. Folks, it doesn't get much better than that for 
a Friesian Horse Club, now does it?! 
 
     Finally, as our club events wind down for the year, we are looking forward to the FHANA  
AGM which we are co-hosting with West Coast Friesians, LLC 
in February of 2019. We have quite a variety of excellent 
clinics and classes to offer, as well as the bonus of warmer 
weather than most areas of the country at that time. Come 
early or stay late and visit the beaches, the deserts, the 
mountains, as well as Hollywood, Disneyland and other theme 
parks, all within an hour or two driving distance from the AGM 
hotel, The DoubleTree Hotel by Hilton at the Ontario Airport 
location in Ontario, CA. Check out our clubs' hometown of 
Norco, CA aka HorseTown USA where 20,000+ horses reside 
in 14.5 square miles. Stay tuned for more detailed information 
on our AGM lineup coming soon. Happy Trails! 
 
 
Submitted by Jennifer O'Gara 
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