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In Attendance: 
Lesley-Ann Van Deren – Coastal California Friesian Club (Chairperson) 
Reint Dykstra – Atlantic Canada Friesian Horse Association 
Caron Osborn- Friesian Horse Association of the Mid-East 
Janice DeBoer Vermerris – Michigan Friesian Horse Association 
Tiffany Reyenga- Great Lakes Friesian Horse Association 
Marquis Laude- Rocky Mountain Friesian Horse Chapter 
Danielle Barrasso- Friesian Horse Association of New England 
Sharon Bechler- Central California Friesian Horse Club 
Rebecca Eccard- North East Friesian Horse  
Will Bron – Northwest Friesian Horse Club 
Annie Muilwijk – Alberta Friesian Horse Association 
Beverly McGowan – Lone Star Friesian Horse Club 
Greg Walsh- Sierra Nevada Friesian Club 
Julee Kula – South Central Friesian Horse Association 
Angie DePuydt – FHANA Board Representative 
Scott Kelnhofer – Administrator 
Jo Ann Clough– Administrator 
  
Not Present: 
Friesian Horse Club of Southern California 
Ontario Friesian Horse Association 
West Coast Friesian Horse Club 
 
Non-Participating Chapters: 
Ohio Valley Friesian Horse Association 
Pacific Friesian Horse Club 
Quebec Friesian Horse Association 
Mid Atlantic Friesian Horse Association – Chapter Closing 
 
1.  Call to Order- March meeting was called to order by Ms. Van Deren at 7:05 
EDT. 
 
2.  Approval of March 2018 FMC Meeting Minutes - Mr. Laude requested a 
change to his courtesy title in the minutes, the correction was per Mr. Kelnhofer.   
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Motion made by Mr. Laude to approve the minutes.  Motion seconded by Mr. 
Walsh.  Motion Approved unanimously. 
  
3.  Sierra Nevada Request that the $50 Registration Fee for Foals be 
Redirected or Rescinded – Mr. Walsh.  Mr. Walsh reported that the current $50 
per foal registration fee subsidizes the costs of the stallion offspring testing.  Mr. 
Walsh provided background that a newly approved stallion achieves the maximum 
limit of 175 breedings per year during the first two years following his 
approval.  This results in a profit of approximately $500,000, a sum greater than 
offspring testing.  Mr. Walsh felt the foal fees should be used to subsidize testing 
for the stallion owner who has the most at stake.  Mr. Walsh reported that the 
approved stallion owner could easily pay for the ABFP testing with a portion of the 
total income from the stallion.  Per Mr. Walsh, the current stallion approval 
process in North American is more costly than for owners in Holland; this cost is 
seen as an impediment to owners struggling with finances.  Mr. Walsh indicated it 
is to the benefit of members to have more approved stallions in North America and 
it would be helpful to support stallion candidates financially. Ms. DeBoer 
VerMerris stated that 1/3 of the ABFP costs are covered by FHANA and that our 
process mimics KFPS and therefore it is not likely to change. She indicated that 
many approved stallion owners with less than 100 breedings are losing money. 
ABFP fees are only one part of what the owners are responsible for and this in of 
itself costs $26,000.  She pointed out the approved stallion owners are breeding 
because it is their passion, not for the profit.  Ms. DeBoer VerMerris reported that 
Wybren, Alert, Tonjes, and Date did not have near the breeding numbers of Julius.  
Ms. DeBoer VerMerris stated that if you assume a breeding fee of $1,500 per mare 
and for some stallion owners, they have only 25 breedings, this translates to 
$37,500.  She reported that a number of breeders are lucky to make $5,000 per 
annum with these breeding numbers and fees.  
 
The motion presented by Mr. Walsh was that the FMC recommend to the 
FHANA board to reconsider the two year-old imposition of the $50 per foal 
registration fee that is currently used to finance the approved stallion 
offspring testing.  The Board is requested to either rescind the fee entirely or 
to redirect the funds to reduce the costs and otherwise increase the 
opportunities for the approval of brand new North American stallions.  A  
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request was made for a second to this motion.  There was not a second and 
therefore the motion failed.  
 
4.  Proposed Rules Governing Participation in FMC Meetings of a FHANA 
Member from a Dissolved or Suspended Chapter- Mr. Laude presented a 
proposal that he and Mr. Kelnhofer drafted detailing the proposed participation 
process, this process is contained in Attachment #3.  Mr. Laude clarified this 
process is for a FHANA member not represented by a chapter.  Mr. Laude 
indicated his document is related to the mission statement of the organization that 
is to support the Board relative to the continuity of communication between the 
members and the organization as a whole.  He advised we consider allowing as 
much representation as possible to facilitate the mission of the group.  Mr. 
Kelnhofer and Mr. Laude created a process document that would require the 
member to follow the guidelines with the goal to have the member to start a 
chapter and allowing continuity to flow.  Mr. Laude’s motion is to adopt these 
rules so a member can participate in FMC meeting providing they follow the 
rules detailed in the document.  Ms. Van Deren thanked Mr. Laude and 
Kelnhofer for their work.  She indicated we need to make sure this is for a 
dissolved chapter, not for a member who wants to attend FMC meetings outside of 
their existing chapter.  Further, Ms. Van Deren stated that the member must 
understand that their attendance is provisional; it is limited for one year.  Mr. 
Laude reiterated these statements are contained in the document.  Mr. Dykstra 
clarified for all that there was a motion on the floor.   Ms. Deboer VerMerris 
seconded the motion.  Mr. Kelnhofer thanked Mr. Laude for his work and 
expressed his hope that the members had read his document and would consider 
this comprehensive proposal.   Mr. Dykstra stated that Mr. Laude had done a great 
job of describing the discussion from the prior FMC meeting, in drafting the paper, 
and in submitting his motion.  Mr. Dykstra questioned, if a person can only listen 
in and cannot participate, would it not be better to receive the minutes and be done 
with it.  Ms. Van Deren reminded all that the minutes are shared and posted on the 
FHANA website.  A question was raised as to whether they really need to be part 
of the discussion and how do we control voting on motions?  Mr. Kelnhofer replied 
that when the voting is close, we would have a roll call.  Mr. Laude repeated his 
motion that the FMC approve the ability for a non-chapter representative to 
participate in FMC meetings as long as they follow the rules outlined in the draft  
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Document.  When a vote was taken on the motion, only three FMC members 
voted against the measure and therefore, the motion carried.   
 
5. New Chapter Application, Bylaws, and Chapter of the Year – Ms. Van 
Deren reported that Ms. DePuydt presented these documents to FHANA.  Per Ms. 
Van Deren, the below was recommended by the Board:  

 
New Chapter Application:  

1. That the subcommittee include the definition of a full FHANA 
member (Friesian ownership and FHANA membership);  

2. That the code of conduct be added to the bylaws template;  
3. To list the chapter name once and add a sentence stating that the 

chapter name will be referred to as “the chapter” to eliminate 
retyping the name throughout the document.   

 
Per Ms. Van Deren, these changes have been made as recommended by the Board 
and that the subcommittee members felt the Board’s recommendations were 
appropriate and made sense.  She is now asking FMC to approve these two 
documents.  A motion was made by Ms. McGowan and it was seconded by Ms. 
DeBoer VerMerris.  The motion carried unanimously. Ms. Van Deren asked 
Ms. Clough to make these changes and send it out to FHANA and she agreed. 
 
Ms. Osborn reported the changes requested by the Board to breakout the Chapter 
of the Year (COTY) IBOP and Keuring scoring system.   She stated it needed to be 
clear that if the horse participated in the IBOP they receive one point.  If the horse 
participates in the IBOP and is judged in a class, they receive an additional point. If 
a horse only performs the IBOP and is not shown in-hand, they receive 1 point. 
Ms. Caron reported that the term participant was changed to the FHANA owner 
number given an owner may have a trainer riding their horse.  She also stated that a  
few minor typos were corrected.  Under demonstrations, in addition to FHANA 
promotional events, it was added that others are eligible including international.  
In the prior document it was limited to national and local.  For the section on 
demonstrations for items like the Main Event, the subcommittee added, not limited 
to these events.  Under demonstration, the language includes officially organized 
rides and drives that are formal and published in the media.  A statement 
indicating other events not specifically listed on the form, not limited to these  
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events were added.  It is the hopes that these clarifying statements will foster 
chapters to participate that do not submit at all.  Ms. Osborn’s motion is that we 
accept these changes at the FMC level so it can move forward to FHANA and  
their website.  Motion was seconded by Ms. Muilwijk.  A vote was taken and 
the motion carried unanimously.  Ms. DePuydt asked if at any time there are 
changes made to a FHANA document, line through the prior language and draft 
the new words in red font so the Board can readily understand changes.  Ms. 
DePuydt and Ms. Clough will work on this after the meeting. 
 
6.  Request for a Keuring After ABFP Testing for Those Not in Condition at 
that time of the Keuring Circuits – Ms. Osborn stated she received a request 
from one of her members that mares, who had foals and are in not in condition for 
inspection or a Keuring, have another opportunity after ABFP testing.  This would 
add one more chance for these mare owners given the judges are already here in 
North America.   She asked if there would there be enough interest around the 
country.  Ms. DeBoer VerMerris said this would require a different group of 
judges.  She reported that two years ago, there was a Keuring after ABFP testing 
and they had to fly extra judges into the U.S.   Ms. DeBoer VerMerris indicated we 
have to pay for their plane tickets and that we would need a higher number of 
horses to offset this additional cost.  Currently, ABFP testing is held in Hanford 
California and at one site in the Midwest, typically in Michigan.  Mr. Dykstra 
stated that only a small select group would benefit, others might not be able to 
participate due to travel.  Mr. Walsh asked if this was similar to the Central Mare 
Show.  Ms. Van Deren asked if members could go back to their members and 
inquire if they have mares post foaling that they want tested and second, would 
they be able to pay to go to Michigan or California during the winter?  Mr. 
Kelnhofer sought clarification about what the judges do; he inquired if ABFP 
judges are stallion judges.  Ms DeBoer VerMerris stated that these are different 
judges; they come for ABFP testing only.  If you add a Keuring, per Ms. DeBoer 
VerMerris, you would need another set of judges and you would now pay for four 
judges and their runners.  She reminded all that ABFP is only a month after the 
Keurings e.g. the month of November.  Per Mr. Kelnhofer, the cost if adding this 
event could be substantial.  Ms. DeBoer VerMerris stated that with low numbers, 
fees will be higher and Ms. Osborn indicated this might not be practical to do.  Mr. 
Walsh stated that this is a benefit from a small collection of mare owners, exactly 
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like the Central Mare Show.   Per Mr. Dykstra, Central Mare Show judges are 
already here after the  
 
Keuring circuits.  Ms. Van Deren inquired how many members would this benefit.  
Are they willing to spend the money or time in January or February?  Mr. Dykstra 
indicated we should investigate what the cost would be; chapters could make an 
informed decision.  Ms. DeBoer VerMerris indicated the cost is dependent on the 
number of horses, plane tickets, and hotels.   Ms. Osborn stated, with respect to the 
member requesting this opportunity assumed, as did she, that they are the same 
judges.  Per Ms. Osborn, the requestor may think this is not realistic and it may not 
be cost effective.  Ms. Osborn suggested that at the time of the ABFP 
announcement, a poll be initiated.  The announcement would state- If we could 
arrange this event, would you participate?  That said, she realized people cannot 
commit for certain due to the cost.  Mr. Walsh reported that there are multiple 
opportunities in Holland for prospective stallion candidates seen by judges and 
advised if they should abandon stallion testing.  Ms. Van Deren asked if a cost 
estimate could be made for this proposal, Ms. Osborn would try to pull together a 
reasonable estimation of cost.  
 
9. New Business-  
 
Mr. Dykstra wanted to congratulate FHANA for posting the 2018 AGM tapes to 
the website.   Ms. DePuydt questioned if it would be beneficial to put all of the 
activities on the website.  Many AGM goers pay a great deal to attend, would this 
slight members who did attend?  She asked for feedback from FMC members.  Ms. 
Van Deren indicated it is helpful for members who cannot attend.  Ms. Osborn did 
not have concern with posting these information videos on the website.  Mr. 
Laude, asked:  Is there a group of members that would not go to the AGM if 
everything were on video?  Ms. DePuydt responded that this was a good way to 
frame the issue. She indicated that FMC feedback would help the Board make this 
decision.  Members noted that participation in the AGM is dependent on the 
location, the time of year, and cost, it is not that they do not want to attend.  Mr. 
Dykstra commented that the distance has a tremendous impact on who can attend; 
it could take a week for some to travel to and from the event.  This may be an 
obstacle and therefore, it is beneficial to have videos posted for all.  Ms. DePuydt 
thanked all for the helpful feedback. 
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Mr. Kelnhofer reported that the COTY subcommittee working on the FHANA 
Charitable Award had submitted their first draft.  The draft just came in so it did  
 
not make the agenda for this meeting but will be discussed at our May meeting.  
He stated that this initiative puts our organization and its members in a positive 
light.  Ms. Van Deren thanked the group for their efforts. 
 
10. Establish next meeting date- May 9, 2018 
 
11. Motion to Adjourn- Motion by Mr. Laude, Seconded by Ms. DeBoer 
VerMerris Motion Carried.           
                   
Minutes prepared by Jo Clough 


