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In Attendance: 
Lesley-Ann Van Deren – Coastal California Friesian Club (Retiring Chairperson) 
Marquis Laude- Rocky Mountain Friesian Horse Chapter (New Chairperson) 
Allison Sable – Mountain Time Friesian Horse Chapter 
Beatrice Whitely – Friesian Horse Club of Southern California 
Caron Osborn- Friesian Horse Association of the Mid-East 
Janice DeBoer Vermerris – Michigan Friesian Horse Association 
Sharon Bechler- Central California Friesian Horse Club 
Will Bron – Northwest Friesian Horse Club 
Beverly McGown- Lone Star Friesian Horse Association 
Margaret Devetten – Alberta Friesian Horse Association 
Bill McCracken – Heart of America Friesian Horse Club 
Carrie Blair – Ohio Valley Friesian Horse Association 
Rebecca Eccard - North East Friesian Horse Club 
Tiffany Van der kooi -Great Lakes Friesian Horse Association 
Amy Rogala- Pacific Friesian Horse Club 
Jack Vander Kooy- Ontario Friesian Horse Club 
Reint Dykstra – Atlantic Canada Friesian Horse Association 
Julee Kula – South Central Friesian Horse Association 
 
Angie DePuydt – FHANA Board Representative 
Scott Kelnhofer – Administrator 
Jo Ann Clough– Administrator 
  
Not Present: 
Sierra Nevada Friesian Horse Club 
Friesian Horse Association of New England 
West Cost Friesian Horse Club  
 
Non-Participating Chapters: 
Pan Pacific Horse Club 
 
 

1. Call to Order- The November 14, 2018 meeting was called to order by Ms. Van Deren 
at 7:03 EDT.    

 
2. Statements by FMC chairperson, role, and passing of the baton - Ms. Van Deren, 

retiring FMC chairperson, thanked the members for her role as chair. She stated it was 
great getting to know all of the FMC members; she commented that we have had lively 
FMC discussions. Ms. Van Deren reported she was an officer of the Costal Friesian Club 
and that their members were spread out and not active. She indicated that the Costal 
California Club has 15 members and most are not breeding and that she is now 
boarding her gelding.  With this background, the club will not renew their chapter in 2019  
and therefore, she will not be associated with a club.  She was pleased that Mr. Laude of 
Rocky Mountain volunteered to step up and take on this FMC role.   Ms. Van Deren  
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asked for a motion about the chairperson replacement and Ms. Kula motioned for Mr. 
Laude to assume this FMC role and this motion was seconded by Ms. Rogala.  
With a vote the motion passed unanimously. Ms. Van Deren thanked all for their 
support and again thanked Mr. Laude and commented that she leaves the FMC in very 
good hands. 

 
3. Opening Statement by incoming FMC chairperson.  Mr. Laude thanked Ms. Van 

Deren and he stated that he appreciate her efforts. Mr. Laude indicated that he looked 
forward to working with the organization and thanked the two FMC administrators.  He 
stated that if members had any questions relative to the council to please contact him.  
He stated his interest has grown over the last 4-5 years thanks to Mr. Bron, Mr. 
Kelnhofer and Mr. Smith and because of his travels to Holland.   
 

4. Approval of October 17, 2018 FMC Meeting Minutes – Mr. Laude asked if any council 
member had changes or edits to the October 17, 2018 minutes.  There were not 
changes offered. A motion to approve the minutes was made by Ms. Kula and 
seconded by Ms. Devetten.  Vote - the motion passed unanimously. 
 

5. FMC Charitable Fund Raiser for Lloyd Hayden Lone Star Chapter – Ms. McGowan 
stated that her Lone Star chapter board asked if they could do a fund raiser for Lloyd 
Hayden, a gentleman who Lost both legs in a combine accident.  Ms. McGowan inquired 
if we could do a raffle to donate money to him. This approach could be also used for 
other difficult challenges in the future.  Mr. Hayden is a retired military serviceman and 
she reported that he had a reserve champion colt this year and he was a dedicated 
Friesian member.  Ms. McGowan asked for an open discussion - Should we do this or 
should we not?  Mr. McCracken stated that he would support this, that we should 
support anyone in our Friesian community.  He added that this is more of a logistics 
question. Mr. McCracken needed to know a bit more about the logistics and how we 
could assist.  Ms. McGowan indicated that there could be an on-line auction page, that 
chapters could donate items for the auction. Ms. McGowan’s group would try to work 
with chapters on the shipping approach of auction items. Once the money raised through 
the auction was collected it would be given to Mr. Hayden. Mr. McCracken asked if the 
Lone Star Club was a 501C or not? He commented that this would be a benefit to put 
this type of information on the page. Ms. McGowan stated that they have applied for this 
status. Ms. Van Deren asked if the FMC should we do this (it is not a 501) for this case 
and future cases?  Mr. Laude replied that we do have a FB page and asked if there was 
something already set-up that can be used for advertising.  Ms. McGowan replied she 
was not sure of the approach that would be used for the FHANA FB page.  Mr. Laude 
indicated he was open to a discussion and that the Lone Star chapter could set up the 
FB page as a location for donations and that the FMC could advertise this initiative. Mr. 
Laude commented that he likes the idea of setting up an emergency fund for this 
gentleman, for victims from California, or if another chapter member gets injured and 
needs assistance.   
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Ms. McGowan stated that Mr. Hayden would be the first person that the chapter has 
done this for and would use this as an ongoing, future initiative for a member in good 
standing. She suggested we could use this approach for those affected by the California 
fires. Ms. McGowan stated that this is a ground level idea to donate resources as a good 
will gesture.  Mr. Kelnhofer stated that he is familiar with this with his work with the 
Fenway Foundation. They did not take a lot of time to develop a Face Book page, rather 
an auction was run thru the Friesian Moms page and the results were incredible. They 
did it at the Mom’s site and sent the items out to the winners.  He endorsed that we do 
something similar now with Friesian Moms and develop something on our own later.  He 
indicated that we can take quick actions now using the same approach. Ms. McGowan 
stated that she would go back to her chapter board and update them.  Her chapter board 
members wanted to make sure the FMC would be in agreement with this approach. Ms. 
Kula asked who would be responsible for handling the money and Ms. McGowan replied 
Debra would. Mr. Kelnhofer indicated that he is an honorary member of Friesian Moms 
FB group and that Diane Drouillard (sp?) managed the page/auction for the foundation. 
Mr. Kelnhofer stated that they, the Friesian Moms, are a passionate group. Ms. Rogala 
stated they also did auctions and raised $3,000 to $4,000 and that the recipient paid for 
shipping. She indicated that she managed it and put it together for their foundation.  Mr. 
Kelnhofer asked who wants to head this up and Ms. McGowan stated again that her 
board was seeking a blessing from the FMC.  Mr. Laude stated that he will reach out to 
Ms. McGowan and Mr. Kelnhofer before the end of this week.  He stated that the FMC 
does not need to be involved at this time but should be kept informed.  Mr. Kelnhofer 
indicated that this could be endorsed and encouraged the chapters to participate.   
 
6.  Development of FHANA Chapter Directory- Lone Star Chapter - Ms. McGowan 
reported that their chapter board indicated that it would be wonderful if FHANA would 
develop a directory listing of the chapters’ five board members. This directory could be 
used for chapter board members to reach out to others. This would give them a 
reference to contact board members in different areas/regions. She stated that this 
information would be maintained internally, it would not be public.  Mr. Laude stated that 
this is a great idea. Ms. McGowan stated that chapters may not have a website with this 
information or that their information may not be updated.  She stated that they had 
people moving out of the area and it would be nice if they had contacts to call.  Mr. 
Laude sought clarification – Are you asking for the contact information such as name, 
the position, email and phone number?  Ms. McGowan said that was correct. Ms. Van 
Deren stated that this information is provided on the FHANA website.  Ms Kula stated 
that some people may not want this information out there.  Mr. Laude stated that he has 
been contacted by people who have used the FHANA contacts option from the website.  
Ms. Bechler commented that an issue is keeping this information updated, that it can get 
out of date easily.  It was clarified that the FHANA website has the presidents listed.  Mr. 
Laude inquired if there was any more discussion.  Ms. McGowan motioned that 
FHANA produce a directory of chapter board members name, position, phone 
number, and email addresses that would be released to only chapter members, it 
was not to be used for the public or to be sold. The motion was seconded by Ms. 
Rogala.  Ms. DePuydt sought clarification and asked when should the list be published  
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annually, monthly or with the chapter renewals? Mr. Tice could email the directory to 
chapter contacts.  Ms. Kula stated she did not understand why this needs to be done, 
that it was a waste of time. A vote was taken on this motion and it did not pass.  
 
7.  Board Liaison- Ms. DePuydt congratulated Mr. Laude on his new appointment as 
FMC chair and stated she is s looking forward to working with him.  She indicated that 
they have a FHANA Board Meeting next week Tuesday.  She reported that Ms. 
McClelland resigned her board seat a couple of weeks ago. The board is discussing how 
to fill this seat; this decision will be made next week. Ms. DePuydt indicated that she 
believes we will be pleased with the board’s approach to this vacancy.  Ms. DePuydt 
stated that nominations opened 11.1.2018 and that nominations have come in.  She 
indicated that we should have a good pool of candidates. She reminded all that chapter 
renewals will be due and that it can be a time consuming process.  She advised all to get 
signatures so they will be head of the game. Mr. Tice will send out a reminder email to 
all.  She clarified that the nomination process will close the last day of November.  Mr. 
Dykstra asked how many positions were open including Ms. McClelland’s.  Ms. DePuydt 
replied that two seats were open, Ms. Palermo’s and Ms. Renico’s.  She indicated that 
when a board member resigns the FHANA Board can  choose not to fill the vacancy, 
they can appoint someone by majority vote (likely not the case for this vacancy), or the 
person that gets the third highest votes gets Ms. McClelland’s seat for one year.  After 
that the seat would become open.  Mr. Dykstra asked if this has been established yet.  
Ms. DePuydt indicated that there has been a great discussion and that they need to vote 
on this question next week Tuesday.  This decision will be communicated quickly after 
their vote.  Mr. Dykstra advised what that however they decide to proceed that they 
should carry on this approach for future vacancies.  Ms. DePuydt agreed and stated that 
she will communicate this information to the FHANA Board. Mr. Vander Kooy asked if 
Ms. Palermo is eligible to run and if Ms. Renico was eligible to run again as well.  And if 
so, is it public knowledge if they are both running. Ms. DePuydt stated that Ms. Palermo 
will run again but has not heard if Ms. Renico will.  Mr. Vander Kooy stated he wanted to 
know in order to encourage others to run.  
 
8. New Business - Mr. Kelnhofer FMC asked if there are any California members in 
need of assistance.  Ms. Van Deren stated that the Costal Club is reaching to assist, 
buying hay, and contacted the California Humane Societies. Mr. Laude stated this was 
great work.  Ms. Van Deren is happy to accept additional funds and is reaching out to 
the entire equine community.  Ms. Bechler’s group is doing the same. It was advised that 
all throw your old horse halters in your trailer in case you ever need to assist with a 
horse rescue. Ms. Van Deren stated it is helpful to buy hay as long as you have a 
location to safely store it.  It was decided to send out names and addresses of California 
groups to contact to offer assistance and that Mr. Kelnhofer will ask FHANA to publish 
the same.  Ms. Bechler will provide contact information for the FMC. Mr. Laude asked if 
there were any objections to using the FMC membership for this activity.  Members 
expressed they thought this was wonderful.  It was asked that resource contacts be send 
to Mr. Laude and Mr. Kelnhofer and from there disseminated to the FMC members.  
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Ms. Osborn indicated that with Harvey Hurricane, FHANA sent out an email to 
membership at large e.g. supporting donations. She asked if FHANA is doing anything 
specifically about the California fires.  Mr. Laude stated he will follow up with Mr. Tice 
and Mr. Kelnhofer about her questions.  
 
Mr. Laude is on the Inspection Committee and asked if we could take a poll on runner 
resources, to inquire about runner resources.  Specifically, do you have any information 
on runners within North America?  If you have info on qualified runners, could you 
please send this information to him?  Mr. Vander Kooy stated that he read the minutes 
and the October minutes had quite a bit of detail about this concern.  Mr. Vander Kooy 
stated that he has an informal list, a brief list of names from North America that he had 
on file in case of a runner emergency.  His list of people did not wish to act as runners 
for multiple sites; this was an emergency list. Mr. Laude stated this information was great 
and that he would pass it on to the Inspection Committee that Mr. Vander Kooy’s list of 
runners does not care to be a global resource.  Inspection Committee is in the early 
stages of looking at runner numbers and potential resources.  Mr. Vander Kooy stated 
that this is a difficult topic. Mr. Vander Kooy stated that he had a discussion with Ms. 
Swaga, a high level judge in the Netherlands.  KFPS shows horses at liberty.  The KFPS 
judge said KFPS is doing some research on this and there are issues to be ironed out.   
This is certainly an interesting discussion. Mr. Kelnhofer added that when he was on the 
Board of Directors they talked about the cages for liberty with Ids 5-6 years ago. Ids said 
that is fine but you need to have cages at each site. This is one of the biggest stumbling 
blocks, the logistics that turned into a nightmare.  It was discussed a number of years 
ago that did not go to fruition for a variety of reasons.  
 
Mr. Laude asked for a date for the next meeting in December. The 12th is Mr. Kelnhofer’s 
birthday!     
 
9.  Next meeting date:  12/19/2018 
 
10. Adjourn: A motion to adjourn was made by Ms. McGowan and Ms. Bechler 
seconded the motion.  The motion to adjourn was approved unanimously. 

 
 
 
 
                    
Minutes prepared by Jo Clough 


