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In Attendance: 
Lesley-Ann Van Deren – Coastal California Friesian Club (Chairperson) 
Allison Sable – Mountain Time Friesian Horse Chapter 
Brenda Bradshaw – Ontario Friesian Horse Association 
Beatrice Whitely – Friesian Horse Club of Southern California 
Caron Osborn- Friesian Horse Association of the Mid-East 
Janice DeBoer Vermerris – Michigan Friesian Horse Association 
Marquis Laude- Rocky Mountain Friesian Horse Chapter  
Sharon Bechler- Central California Friesian Horse Club 
Will Bron – Northwest Friesian Horse Club 
Margaret Devetten – Alberta Friesian Horse Association 
Bill McCracken – Heart of America Friesian Horse Club 
Carrie Blair – Ohio Valley Friesian Horse Association 
Rebecca Eccard - North East Friesian Horse Club 
 
Angie DePuydt – FHANA Board Representative 
Scott Kelnhofer – Administrator 
Jo Ann Clough– Administrator 
  
Not Present: 
Atlantic Canada Friesian Horse Association 
Great Lakes Friesian Horse Association 
Sierra Nevada Friesian Horse Club 
Lone Star Friesian Horse Club 
Friesian Horse Association of New England 
South Central Friesian Horse Association 
West Cost Friesian Horse Club  
 
Non-Participating Chapters: 
Ohio Valley Friesian Horse Association 
Pan Pacific Horse Club 
 
 

1. Call to Order- The October 17, 2018 meeting was called to order by Ms. Van 
Deren at 7:03 EDT. She welcomed all to the meeting and remarked that she  
hoped all had great 2018 Keurings and that these events were educational and 
fun.   

 
2. Approval of June 20, 2018 FMC Meeting Minutes - Ms. Van Deren asked if 

any council member had changes or edits for the meeting minutes from June 20,  
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2018.  There were no corrections or changes offered by the members.  Ms. Van 
Deren asked for a motion to accept these minutes.  Ms. Devetten made the 
motion to accept and it was seconded by Ms. Whitely. The motion was 
approved unanimously.  Mr. Kelnhofer welcomed and announced the name of 
a new FMC member, Lana Longo, from the Sierra Nevada Club who will be 
taking over for Mr. Walsh.  

 
3. 2018 and 2019 Keuring Runners Presented by Ms. Osborn - Ms. Osborn 

indicated she wanted to discuss the issue of Keuring runners.  She stated that 
they were doing the best that they could to recruit runners outside of FHANA. Ms. 
Osborn asked if anyone was considering U.S. teams that would make it easier 
for site hosts to negotiate their running fees and to negotiate fees proactively for 
the registered participants. By doing this it would also make the collection of fees 
easier.  She also expressed that they wanted to make this easier and above 
board.  Ms. Osborn clarified for Ms. Van Deren that the runners had come from 
the Netherlands and that the negotiations were being done outside of FHANA.  
Ms. DePuydt clarified that FHANA does not coordinate runners for legal reasons, 
the runner come to the U.S. on visas. For immigration reasons, FHANA cannot 
contract with them.  Further, she indicated that there are chapters interested in 
North American runners and that they are actively working on coordinating their 
runners.  She also stated that Mr. Vander Kooy has a list of Keuring runners in 
North America.  Ms. DePuydt indicated that these discussions are just beginning 
and that folks are energized to work on this issue.  Mr. McCracken stated that we 
need to have a counter check for this process.  Further, he stated that in the 
Midwest that they had one runner and one whip. He indicated that with this 
approach, it can create challenges to give exceptional experiences. He asked 
that our group stay tightly coupled with these discussions and not just hand this 
off to site hosts.  Mr. McCracken indicated that we have member feedback about 
the Keuring inspection that needs to be part of these conversations.  Ms. 
DePuydt stated that site hosts should be working with others to get feedback to 
ensure their voices are heard.  She indicated that we don’t want site hosts 
making decisions without input from others.  Ms. DePuydt thanked Mr. 
McCracken for his comments.  Mr. Laude stated that the runners travelling from 
the Netherlands have costs to bear for plane tickets and hotels and that these 
expenses are passed on to the chapters.  He suggested we keep a tight hold on 
this moving forward. He indicated that if sites can’t get North American runners, 
they will need runners from oversees.  We need to remember the Dutch need to  
be reimbursed for their expenses; this cost is in addition to the runners’ fees.    It 
was asked if FHANA would provide a list of resources for sites we can draw upon 
e.g. runner availability and pricing.  In New England, as a point of reference, 
FHANA secured runners from North America given they did not have Dutch  
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runners.  These runners got detained at the airport and the Keuring participants 
had to be the runners for 26 horses. The New England group felt the Dutch 
runners did a great job.  The Dutch runners make the event feel special and 
more “Dutch”.  Ms. Van Deren asked if we looking for runners on stand-by or to 
take over.  Ms. DePuydt stated that FHANA has not been coordinating the 
runners; it is against the law on a tourist visa.  She indicated that we have to 
figure this out and be cautious with the legal issues. FHANA will not be able to be 
involved in the coordination. Mr. Kelnhofer asked Mr. Bron and Ms. DeBoer 
Vermerris to comment on this issue given their lengthy experience with this 
activity.  It was noted that Dutch runners need to have an anticipated workload 
before they travel to the North America.  Ms. DeBoer Vermerris stated that they 
use to run their own horse and after that approach, the Dutch came in to help 
and participants pitched in to help pay for their services.  Eventually they moved 
to U.S. runners and that there was good and bad with this approach.  She 
commented that the last two years they had quality runners.  She further 
indicated that what happened this year was a communication issue e.g. that 
there was a short notice that the fees would be higher. She advised that we give 
the runners the Keuring dates much earlier so they can obtain cheaper prices for 
their travel, that scheduling flights only two weeks before they fly are very 
expensive.  She advised to be fair to all that we settle this earlier so the prices 
can be set.  Mr. Bron agreed with Ms. DeBoer Vermerris but stated on the other 
hand, the runners make pretty good money and if they do not make good money 
they will not come.  In addition, with respect to the legal issue Mr. Bron reminded 
all that FHANA is not organizing this.  If something happens we could have a 
legal issue.  He stated that the runners are charging way too much money and 
that Ster awards are not necessarily tied to the runner, the runner will not make 
the horse a Ster.  Ms. Van Deren inquired who is coordinating this now and how 
far in advance; is there a timeline that needs to be set with FHANA? Ms. Osborn 
indicated that she can take this on with other interested parties e.g. to take it 
outside of the FMC and bring it back to the committee.   Ms. DePuydt stated it is 
very early and that she wanted all to know we have to figure this out for next 
year.  As soon as they have information, Mr. Laude from the Inspection 
Committee could bring this back to the council.   

 
Ms. Bradshaw asked who decides that the runners are qualified.  She further 
stated that the runner cannot make a horse a Ster but a poor runner can take 
away from the performance of the horse. Mr. Kelnhofer indicated that when he 
was on the board, they had two running captains and these two individuals would  
get teams together. Per Mr. Kelnhofer this did not work out as well as they 
hoped. The captains would constitute the teams that would travel in the circuits. 
Mr. Kelnhofer indicated that this will be taken in consideration as plans are made 
moving forward.  Ms. Van Deren asked Ms. Osborn if she had a motion or should  
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we move on to the next topic?  Ms. Osborn indicated this was not brought up for 
a motion and that the council could move on.  She indicated she brought this 
topic up to look outside of the box and to allow chapters the opportunity to look 
for options to protect themselves and protect the legal stance of the site host. Mr. 
McCracken motioned that if you have feedback about the runners’ process e.g. 
What was your experience? to get this information collected and formalized to 
work on this off line with the site host committee.  Mr. McCracken was seeking a 
process to gather that feedback.  Mr. Kelnhofer indicated that this was not really 
a motion.  Ms. Van Deren advised all to get out to your people and get their 
feedback, to contact them and to talk to them.  
 

4.  Mountain Time Friesian Club would like to ask FHANA to ask KFPS to start 
reporting frozen semen fertility rates for approved stallions by Ms. Sable -. 
In past years stallion owners had to report what type of semen (fresh, frozen, 
chilled) was used on the mare. This year it was not a selection. So it should be 
added back in and a column added to the annual reports showing Birth % from 
frozen semen. There also used to be stallion list with (F) so they know who is 
claiming to freeze semen but they are not actual showing if that frozen semen 
works. Reasoning - there are far more people using and importing frozen semen 
and that number increases as more stallions are freezing and shipping 
internationally. It not only benefits FHANA members but other countries with 
limited bloodlines that import more frozen semen.  
 
Ms. Sable indicated she is seeking birth rates for frozen semen, that it was 
removed from the stallions’ information tabs and the annual stallion report.  She 
indicated that the  KFPS took out the frozen semen check box.  Ms. Sable 
motioned that FHANA ask the KFPS to report these rates for frozen semen.  
Mr. McCracken seconded the motion.  It was offered that this information 
should go back on the site and be included on the annual report.  Ms. Sable was 
asked if she wanted these rates for frozen, fresh and chilled semen.  It was noted 
that they typically clump fresh and chilled together and that we could ask for all 
three types of semen.  Mr. Kelnhofer asked Ms. Deboer Vermerris if the KFPS 
required the stallion owners to notarize the fertility of frozen semen.  She replied 
that in all fairness there are so many steps involved.  Further, she stated that the 
motility can be great and the mare still does not get pregnant and that it is 
important to know who is handling the semen.  Specifically, that with a less 
skilled person with frozen semen the numbers will be lower, it is not the stallion’s 
fault but the handlers fault.  Ms. DeBoer Vermerris commented that the number  
requested may not give you that you need; all you will know if the mares are 
pregnant or not pregnant. Ms. Sable stated that she has asked for these 
numbers but could not get them.  Ms. DeBoer Vermerris reminded all that if the 
motility was great but the vet is not familiar with inseminating a Friesian you  
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could have issues.  She indicated this question is more suited for the stallion 
station, not KFPS.  Ms. Sable again commented that the KFPS will not give her 
pregnancy stats; they are not actually tracking it.  Ms. DeBoer Vermerris stated it 
is all about the contacts and who you know.  Mr. Kelnhofer stated that he sees 
this as a four legged stool; the horse; the collecting vet; the inseminating vet, and 
and the mare.  If any leg is weak you have an issue.  He stated that there are so 
many elements to get a pregnancy; if your vet does not have a lot of experience 
you can spend a lot of money down a rat hole.  Ms. Van Deren stated this is true 
even if you are not using frozen semen.  Ms. Van Deren stated that one could 
ask the stallion owner who are you shipping to and who can I ask?  Mr. Kelnhofer 
asked if there was any more discussion on this topic. Ms. Van Deren asked for a 
vote given we have a motion.  The motion carried with two nay votes.  The 
chairperson will take this motion forward to FHANA.   
 
5.   Booth Usage and Banner Availability by Mr. Kelnhofer -  Mr. Kelnhofer 
referred all to the current issue of the Friesian magazine to check out the banner 
program.  The Marketing Committee and FHANA are hoping chapters will take 
advantage of this opportunity at a very limited cost.  This is appealing to FHANA 
to help reduce their shipping costs. The cost of shipping currently is $5,000 per 
year.   For $300 a chapter can have a customized banner with a center, right and 
left poster and at the same time, minimize expenses to FHANA.  With this 
approach, you can have the marketing tool whenever they want.  Mr. Kelnhofer 
encouraged all to pursue this because this is significant expense to the 
organization.  FHANA will ship booths for Equine Affairs e.g.  high end events for 
a good solid presence.  FHANA will personalize the banner and include your logo 
for your club. Council members were advised to contact Mr. Kelnhofer, Mr. 
Laude, or Ms. Donnelly.  Ms. Van Deren advised all to keep this in mind given 
upcoming events. 
 
6. Report from the Board Liaison on Board actions and requests by Ms. 
DePuydt -  Ms. DePuydt had a couple of things to highlight and stated that the 
Board has been busy.  There will be a couple of bylaws for FHANA members to 
vote on.  First, the Board focused on transparency by creating a bylaw to avoid 
conflicts of interest.  A Board member cannot hold a position on another board or 
chapter to minimize conflicts of interest or to sway opinions. Also, there is a 
bylaw addition to remove a Board officer for cause, up to now there was no 
mechanism.  They have now created a process for members to force the Board 
to look at this. Also, the Board has created a new membership, a sport pleasure  
membership.  The fee is $90 and it grants the member full voting privileges but 
does not include KFPS  benefits. If you buy a new horse and need access to the 
data base, you would not have access for this activity or have the ability to 
register for the IBOP.  They have also lowered associate membership fees to  
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$60 dollars and added more benefits to the business membership.  She also 
reported that they are working on a West Coast Mare Show for 2019.  Ms. 
DePuydt expressed that FHANA realizes this is a challenge to accommodate all 
of North American.  The west coast has been under represented as has Canada.  
Finally, she reminded all that FHANA election process will start the first of 
November with nominations closing on November 30.  There are two seats open 
and she encouraged members to engage in the nomination process.  

 
7.  FHANA website by Ms. Devetten - It was reported that the Board is not 
making any changes to the website this year but there are discussion about 
changes for 2019.  Ms. Devetten and a fellow member of her chapter have 
offered suggestions to enhance the site. There is a specific landing page, a 
landing page that could be designed that would be accessible by the 35th 
Anniversary Committee to link social media back to the website for internet 
marketing.  This is an important option e.g. giving a direct link to an event.  One 
could click on links to camping areas, accommodations or other events. This 
page could be used for other activities such as the Central Mare Keuring for 
results and other events e.g. a West Coast Mare Show. These events could be 
advertised on social media and then linked back to FHANA.  The challenge is to 
get good value for your money and website templates can be inflexible. By 
accessing the landing page, who is ever granted access to the website has 
permission to edit their site.  These individuals would be asked to take a 5-10 
minute video on how to navigate and to make changes. Ms. DePuydt reported 
that the service that hosts the sites is changing; we now have a new company.  
The new company could make some small changes; it is not a revision of the 
current FHANA website.  She wanted to temper expectations.  She asked if Ms. 
Devetten would like to work on a small committee or task force to work with the 
developer to ensure feasibility.  She further indicated she would like to discuss 
this suggestion with Ms. Devetten and that she was not sure if this is in the scope 
of the pending revision. Ms. Devetten stated she would be happy to work with her 
and they will work together off line. 
 
8. New Business – FMC Chairperson Election:  Mr. Kelnhofer reminded all 
that it is time of year for the FMC chairperson election.  He indicated that for the 
upcoming November meeting, between now and then, we need to seek 
nominations.  He asked if Ms. Van Deren wanted to continue in her current role 
and if there are any members who wish to pursue this position.  He asked that 
any interested party notify Ms. Clough or Mr. Kelnhofer of their interest.  We  
will have a future vote to determine if we have new leadership or not.  Ms. Van 
Deren stated that she would appreciate if someone would step up and take over, 
that it would be best for her if she was not the chairperson after this term.  She  
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offered to help out for the short term if needed but was not interested in a long 
term appointment.  Mr. Kelnhofer thanked Ms. Van Deren and Mr. Bron for their 
work in this role, stating they have done wonderful jobs. He stated that he would 
be disappointed if Ms. Van Deren does not want to continue but acknowledged it 
would be a good opportunity for another to take on this opportunity.    

 
9. Establish next meeting date - The next meeting will be Wednesday 
November 14th, 2018. 

 
10. Motion to Adjourn - A motion was made by Ms. Bechler and Mr. Laude 
seconded and the motion to adjourn was approved unanimously          

                    
Minutes prepared by Jo Clough 


