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In Attendance:  
Sharon Bechler- Central California Friesian Horse Club 
Janice DeBoer Vermerris – Michigan Friesian Horse Association 
Carrie Blair – Ohio Valley Friesian Horse Association 
Marvel Jeffcoat- South Central Friesian Horse Association 
Danielle Barrasso - Friesian Horse Association of New England  
Caron Osborn- Friesian Horse Association of the Mid-East 
Anna Osinga – Atlantic Canada Friesian Horse Association 
Will Bron - Northwest Friesian Horse Club 
Beatrice Whitely – Friesian Horse Club of Southern California 
Tiffany van der Kooi – Great Lakes Friesian Horse Association 
Margaret Devetten – Alberta Friesian Horse Association 
Beverly McGowan – Lone Star Friesian Horse Club 
 
Angie DePuydt – FHANA Board Representative 
Scott Kelnhofer – Administrator 
Jo Ann Clough– Administrator 
  
Not Present: 
Sierra Nevada Friesian Horse Club 
Kim Munday - West Coast Friesian Horse Club  
Allison Sable - Mountain Time Friesian Horse Chapter 
Jack Vander Kooy- Ontario Friesian Horse Club 
Rebecca Eccard - North East Friesian Horse Club   
 
Non-Participating Chapters: 
Pan Pacific Horse Club 
  
 

1. Call to Order- The August 7, 2019 meeting was called to order by Ms. Bechler at 
7:09 EDT.   
  

2. Approval of the June 2019 Meeting Minutes – Ms. Barrasso made a motion 
to approve the minutes and it was seconded by Ms. McGowan. The motion 
to approve passed unanimously.   
 

3. Donated Baskets from Chapters & Vendors for the 2020 AGM – Ms. 
McGowan inquired if vendor baskets could be included as donations to the 2020 
AGM.  Historically these baskets were donated only by chapters.  Ms. DePuydt 
replied that she did not see an issue with her suggestion.  Ms.  McGowan added 
it would be great if we could send an appreciation certificate to the contributing 
vendor in the mail.  The AGM Committee will discuss this suggestion at their 
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meeting on August 8.  A motion was made by Ms. McGowan to include 
vendor baskets as a donation and Ms. Barrasso seconded the motion.  It 
was clarified that this was not mandatory, it was a voluntary action by chapters to 
obtain vendor donations.  Ms. McGowan also clarified that the vendor basket 
would not be in competition for the best basket award.  Also, Ms. Osborn added 
that the Kentucky law relating to bringing alcohol to the AGM was not clear and 
that a follow up will be discussed at their AGM meeting on the 8th. If it is found a 
liquor license is needed, it will not be included.  The vote on the motion to add 
vendor baskets passed unanimously. 
 

4. 35th Anniversary Attendance in Canada – Ms. Bechler indicated that she had 
heard comments relating to attendance at the 35th Celebration.  She asked 
members how their constituents felt about the celebration. It was reported that 
there were 250 attendees but that it was not well attended by the United States.  
Mr. Bron stated that it was a great show but expressed concern that there were 
not many attendees from the U.S.  He further indicated that he was disappointed 
that only two Board members attended the event and that only one Board 
member spoke at the end of their celebration.  He reported that no one knew why 
the FHANA Board members were not there.  Mr. Laude and Ms. Thomas were 
the only two in attendance. Mr. Bron asked why other Board members did not 
attend.  When Ms. DePuydt was asked why she did not attend the celebration by 
Mr. Bron, she responded that the event was cost prohibitive; it was more than 
she could afford.  Further, the Board believed they would be represented by the 
president, Ms. Palermo.  There was a communication breakdown and they did 
not know she could not make it.  Ms. DePuydt expressed her embarrassment 
that this occurred and indicated she would communicate his feelings back to the 
Board and that the Board needs to ensure this does not happen again.  Ms. 
DePuydt apologized to all that this had occurred.  Mr. Kelnhofer offered his 
perspective, that the celebration was a wonderful event and that it was well 
received.  He expressed his hope that this would be the take away and that the 
issue with the Board did not overshadow what they were able to accomplish. It 
was expressed by Mr. Kelnhofer that there were a lot of people who did a 
wonderful job and to not let this distract us from their successes and hard work. It 
was reported that it was not a requirement to attend this event, that 64 members 
of FHANA were present including 25 from the US.  Ms. Osinga stated that the 
Board could have communicated better.  Ms. Vermerris indicated that the KFPS 
was a little disappointed about the Board’s attendance.  Ms. Clough offered that 
perhaps in the future if key folks cannot attend that a video message be 
submitted as an alternative.  It was expressed that if the Board did not know of 
the president’s absence, they would have come up with a different approach.  
Ms. DePuydt reiterated that it was embarrassing to say she could not afford to 
travel and that wealth should not be a factor to becoming a Board member.  Ms. 
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Jeffcoat offered three comments; she enjoyed keeping abreast of the event on 
social media that she had heard that the event was boycotted, and that she 
expressed concern that as a sponsor she did not receive a copy of the program 
that she advertised in.  Ms. Osborn offered Ms. Jeffcoat her copy.  Mr. Kelnhofer 
stated that it was heartbreaking to hear the comment that the Board boycotted 
the event.  Mr. Bron commented that the lack of attendance could hurt down the 
road, stating that the KFPS kept asking where the FHANA Board members were.  
Ms. Bechler commented that she is glad the Board is looking at this.  She asked 
the committee to remember that Board members are volunteers and to expect 
them to attend all events is a challenge, it was expensive to attend.  She offered 
that FHANA should pay for airfare and their hotel to ensure Board members are 
able to attend.  She stated that money should not be a factor, the issue was 
communication and that the two attending Board members did not take the bull 
by the horns. She stated that we need to support our Board. It was suggested 
that the budget should be reexamined and include travel for such events.  
Concern was expressed of the extent of the travel expense(s) and questioned if 
would be appropriately utilized by all.   
 

5. Chapter Renewal – Ms. Barrasso reported that she is working on a FMC code of 
conduct and non-disclosure agreements as discussed previously (FMC members 
holding a membership with outside groups such as IFSHA).  She indicated that 
she was waiting for what the committee came up relating to the prior discussion 
on chapter renewals so it can move to the Board.  The action item on renewals 
was tabled and updates will be sent to all before the next meeting so we can 
make suggestions to move it forward to the Board as soon as possible. A 
preliminary update was sent to Mr. Kelnhofer today but he did not have a chance 
to review it before this meeting.  He will forward it to the members.  Mr. Kelnhofer 
reiterated it is important to complete this action for the 2020 renewal period.   
 

6.  Round Table – Mr. Bron indicated that when people run for FHANA Board they 
do not fully understand organizational expectations.  He asked for the next 
election that a packet be created to outline expectations of Board members.  This 
would include meetings, travel, time off of work, and time differences when 
scheduling meetings.  He indicated that need for a vetting committee or 
resources to explain requirements.  Currently, there is no FHANA resource on 
Board member expectations. Ms. DePuydt stated that they are talking about 
having a town hall webinar to enable members to hear the candidates speak.  
This would provide members a chance to better know their Board candidates. Mr. 
Kelnhofer advocated for funds to help Board members attend some events, but 
to limit these funds for those who cannot afford the costs.   
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Ms. Osinga reiterated their focus on non-disclosure agreements for FMC 
members, that these individuals are not a threat to FHANA. She further indicated 
that it is hard to compare what the KFPS does and that they have a sports advice 
committee. KFPS does not have a regulation for this and they do not have the 
same issues as FHANA. This action item will be added to the agenda for next 
meeting.   
 
Ms. McGowan asked why the West Coast Mare Show entry form is not on the 
website for the October 9th event.  Ms. Bechler indicated that Mr. Tice has 
reached out to the KFPS to post the entry; they are the group that has access to 
enter the posting.  Mr. Tice has asked the KFPS several times to do this.  He has 
also sent another email on Monday. Ms. Bechler advised the form be printed out, 
completed and sent to Mr. Tice in the meantime.  

 
8.  Next meeting date:  Wednesday September 4, 2019.   
 
9. Adjourn: A motion to adjourn was made by Ms. Danielle Barrasso, Mr. Bron 
seconded the motion, and it was approved unanimously. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recorder – Jo Clough 
 


