
FHANA AGM COMMITTEE June 6, 2019 
Meeting Minutes 

 
In Attendance: Lisa Baker, Tracy Estes, Caron Osborn, Sarah Seitz, Jason Tice 

Absent: Angie DePuydt, Amanda Rogala 

Mr. Tice opened the meeting. 
 

AGM Advertisement 
Advertisement will run in the upcoming July/August Friesian Magazine. Event page is in the 
process of being created for the website which will have a quick link to the event page for easy 
access. Will be posted on the FHANA social media sites. Ms. Osborn will present the 
advertisement to the FMC during the next committee meeting. 

 
Theme: Black Pearls & Bourbon 

Ms. DePuydt reported via email that the Board did not have any opposition to using the bourbon 
theme at the AGM. Vote was taken to accept the theme and passed. So theme will be “Black 
Pearls & Bourbon.” 

 
Speaker Update 

Ms. Estes reported that Suzy Stafford is confirmed to be the Driving speaker. Furthermore, she 
will be sponsored by Gail Aumiller. Mr. Tice will reach out to Ms. Aumiller to tie down the 
sponsorship. 

 
Ms. Estes reported that Julio Mendoza will be traveling at the time of the event and therefore is 
unavailable to be the Dressage speaker. 

 
Other possible Dressage speakers were discussed: Jesse Collins, James Koford and Felicitas 
von Neumann-Cousel. Also discussed researching FHANA current members who are 
competing in upper level dressage. Mr. TIce will look into this. Ms. Osborn will reach out to 
Friesian Connection on the possibility of using Brad Cutshall as the Dressage speaker. 

 
Discussed having Win Cazemier be the speaker for ABFP. Mr. Tice will reach out to Mr. 
Cazemir on his availability. 

 
Ideally would like to have the speakers tie in together in order to have a talk on IBOP. 

 
 
Ms. DePuydt reported via email that Scott Kelnhofer has reached out to Dr. Catherine Delesalle 
to be the speaker for health issue. We will wait to see her response before reaching out to other 
possibilities such as Rood and Riddle or Haygard. 

 
Ms. Baker also suggested the possibility of having a speaker on the subject of “Running/ 
Preparation” of the Friesian horse prior to presentation at Keuring. Eric Smith might be a good 
candidate to do this presentation. Or possibility of desensitizing workshop, natural 
horsemanship workshop, etc. targeted for the pleasure friesian owner that doesn’t show, bred or 
go to Keurings. 



 

Ms. Seitz also agreed to review past surveys taken by FHANA on subjects that are top issues 
on the minds of the membership that might be discussed at the AGM. 

 
 

Live Horse Offsite Facilities 
Ms. Seitz reported that she has been in contact with Valley View Farm as a possibility for the 
offsite facility. Location is approximately 30 minutes from the Marriott. Ms. Seitz will continue to 
follow up with them to see if they are available and could accommodate our needs and pricing. 

 
Budget/Registration Fee 

Budget remains a work in process and speakers need to be confirmed in order to tie down hard 
numbers. The committee agreed to raise the registration fee to $140 full per person and $50 for 
banquet only per person. This fee has not been increased in several years. Board approval is 
needed but ultimately fee needs to line up with the cost of the event. 

 
Lexington Convention & Visitors Bureau 

Mr. Tice has been in contact with the Lexington CVB and they were very receptive to the event 
and would like to be involved. Mr. Tice will meet with the CVB to follow up with them to 
determine their level of participation. 

 
Meet & Greet 

Mr. Tice has spoken with the Marriott about doing a bourbon tasting at the reception night on the 
27th. This would be contracted out by the Marriott with one of their vendors/suppliers that would 
provide a selection of bourbons for tasting at a flat rate of $2,000. This rate appears to be set 
irregardless of the number of attendees participating in the tasting. 

 
Mr. Tice has been in contact with a local 3 piece band that would be available to play at the 
reception night. They will play bluegrass genre music for 2 hours. Anticipated cost for this will 
be $500-$750. Mr. Tice will follow up and confirm pricing and booking. 

 
In general target for attendees is 130 as to working budget. 

 
Spa & Golf Options 

Mr. Tice is working with the Marriott to have Spa & Golf options available at a discounted 
available to the membership in attendance should they want to participate. 

 
Distillery Excursion 

Ms. DePuydt reported via email that contact has been made with Buffalo Trace Distillery for 
those wishing to participate in something other than horse related activity. The tours are 
complimentary and the facility is located approximately 35 minutes from the Marriott. Goal 
would be to have the bus transportation coordinated to drop off at both the distillery and the 
offsite horse facility. 

 
Auction 

Ms. Seitz has been in contact with one of the local thoroughbred auction operations, Fasig- 
Tipton Co. They are available the weekend of the AGM but the cost for the evening is $1,000. 
It was agreed that the cost of this particular service would counteract the goal of raising the 
funds from the Stallion auction portion of the event. It was asked if one of our current 
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membership is an auctioneer. It was noted that in the past it has not been successful using a member to act 
as the auctioneer. Also inquiry was made as to whether there is an auctioneer training program in the area. 
There is a school for such in Bowing Green, KY. Ms. Osborn will reach out to other auctioneers including 
Bluegrass Auction & Appraisals to inquire of availability and pricing. 

 
Also was noted that minimum is currently set at $800 per Stallion to win the bid. The Stallion auction is 
promoted prior to the AGM event. 

 
Discussion of the idea of Chapter Baskets for the silent auction took place. The option of 10% of basket bid 
going back to the respective Chapter vs a flat monetary award per basket was discussed. Decision was 
tabled at this time in order to schedule out different scenarios to see what the economic impact is for 
FHANA and the Chapters. Noted that in 2017 the highest bid on a basket was $600. 

 
Chapter Attendance Award 

Discussion of awarding the Chapter with the most in attendance took place. Options discussed were flat 
$250 to the Chapter to be used towards a clinic or 10% of the total gate (which equates to approximate 
$1,820 assuming 130 attendees at $140 per person). Discussed that if this is started might need to continue 
at all future AGM’s due to distance of many Chapters depending on location of event. Discussion was 
tabled. 

 
Welcome Bags 

FHAME is committed to providing the Welcome Bags and has begun contact to obtain donations for the 
bags. Discussed using the FHANA drawstring bag vs other options. Noted that the Chapter can chose the 
physical bag. Target donations for the bags is 150. 

 
 

Round Table Discussion 
Noted that all Stallions will be invited and invitations will go out towards the beginning October after the 
Mare Shows are completed. 

 
Speakers need to be nailed down in order to continue progress on the working budget. 

 
Ms. Baker brought up the idea of auctioning off opportunity to have their picture taken sitting on an approved 
stallion. Or possibly ride in a carriage with one of the approved stallions. 

 
Next meeting is scheduled for July 2, 2019 at 4:00pm EST. 
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