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Friesian
Understanding the KFPS Breeding Gog]

By Angie DePuydt

The breeding goal is what the breeder ultimately hopes to achieve. This is usually related 10 wial is required by g,

agicis or the vears the Frioci )
market and the future demands that will be placed on the horse’s abilities. Thus, ove: Hee) l"riesian horse pqq
evolved from a long-legged carriage horse, to an agriculture horse, and finally into today = i1 sport horse,

KFPS Breeding Goal: A functionally and harmoniously built

; b T appearance i istic fron
sport horse possessing all the Friesian characteristics, healthy abfmdant fe:tr}?:;:dbt;y llis CtllaraCtZr:?rtllcreW ‘
and vital and with plenty of aptitude for sport performance. elevated gaits » black color and impres
Head: A small -~ i s set
The breeding goal consists of several components which wide ap;ne‘txplr)essl:ve,brl]oble head }Yl:l;;ﬁ‘d
can be divided into the three primary categories below and nasal bone. Lre B - ?l Light
the components of these categories are interpreted as the iy a.lonagrgne]: argl1 open .nostrli: ;5 la:rLTC
ecti iteri outh opening. g
SelConaRR and bright. Small, alert ears with tips slightly
. - Pointing at each other.
1. Conformation & Movement eck: The poll and the long neck are set in a ligh
. Upward arch. A pjce vertically arched neck.
2. Use Hair: The Friesian horse has lots of hair in the ma"*
— tail and fe th
3. Vitality and Health Color- . athers. -
olor; A jet back color. White markings to the Uf‘e
. : are allowed if no larger than 3.2 cm and if
CENEOREATTON SN MCNEMENT they do not occur be%oiv t}?: e);e line. Whit¢
. markingsg i re not
Breed Characteristics 85 In other parts of the horse a

allowed
General: A horse that has an elegant and proud :
18



( onformation

General

”L“Jd &
Neek:

Neek:

Shoulder:

Ribs:
Withers:

Back:

Lons:

Croup:

Gluteals:

A harmonious, functional, proportionate
withan upward build and
Not too heavy in the body

horse
along forelep,

. - The horse has o
rectangular build whereby the proportions of
the forchand, mid-section and hind quarters
reflecta ratio of 1011

I'he head and neck connection consists of g

long poll (the width of » hand) with

. along
flowing connection (o the ne

ck. The throatlateh

has an open underline with ample room at (he

throat

The neek is long with well developed muscles
on the war halt resultine in a liglll arch.

Th rom the chest and has a
low the withers.

The ndstopimg (atan angle
by | degrees). The angle in
the houlder must be at least 90
degr

The ribs are long and well sprung.

The high withers | .

have a flowing connection
with the back

The back is strong with good muscling (neither
tight nor weak). The back has a flowing
connection to the withers and loins. The length
of the back is in proportion to the length of
forehand and hindquarters.

The loins are strong (not raised or sunken) and
wide with good muscling and with a flowing
connection to the croup.

The croup is long (anatomical length as
measured from the point of the hip to the seat
bone), with a light slope and good muscling.
The gluteal muscles should be long and well-
developed.
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oelof fan'e Pastorije, Star Stallion, Jasper x Lute, Owned by Susan

Maaike Van De Hiltsjemuoiswal, Star Mare, Reinder x Jillis, Owned
by Sara Ca 1a, Photo by Franke Photo Design, LLC

When seen from the front the forelegs are placed in a
perpendicular line. leaving space between the two legs the
size of one foot. When seen from the side the legs are in

a perpendicular line right up to the fetlock. The forearm
and the cannon bone are long. When seen from the side the
fetlock joints are oval-shaped and dry.

When seen from behind the hind leg is straight (parallel). As
seen from the side the angle of the hock joint lies between
145 and 150 degrees. The gaskin has strong muscles. The
hock joint is dry, hard and well-developed (wide and deep).

The pasterns are long and elastic. The front pastern is set at
an angle of 45 to 50 degrees to the ground. The back of the
pastern is set at an angle of 50 to 55 degrees to the ground.

The feet are generous in size with a good shape that is sound

and proportionate to the horse. The front feet are wider than
the hind feet.

Cicero fan Fenway, Star Stallion, Nanning x Jasper, Owned by Scott
and Shelley Kelnhofer, Photo by Franke Photo Design, LLC
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Movement

Walk: The walk is roomy with a regular 4-beat

rhythm. In the walk, the legs are in a
perpendicular line when see from the front and
back. The hind leg shows flexion in the hock
joint and is far and powerfully placed under
the body. The hind leg sends away the foreleg,
which is then generously placed forward with a
lot of shoulder freedom.

The trot has a regular 2-beat rhythm. The hind
leg is placed far and powerfully under the body
showing ample flexion in the hock joint. The
foreleg is generously placed forward. The

trot is characterized by suppleness and a long
moment of suspension. The horse is well
balanced and rises in the forehand with an
elevated neck. When seen from the front and

the back the legs must be in a perpendicular
line.

Trot:

Canter: The canter has a regular 3-beat rhythm. The

canter must show a good reach in front and

a carrying inside leg. The canter must be
uphill with a long moment of suspension and a
generous amount of suppleness and balance.

Amora FX, Star Mare, Alert x Mintse, Owned by Lysa Roman, Photo
by Lysa Roman

USE

The use of the Friesian horse ranges from recre;afional use
to participating in the hight?st levels of conjp.etltlon sports.
The Friesian horse is used in many compeu.tlop sports. The
objective is to improve all aspects of the Friesian horse

THE FRIES\AN

relating to its aptitude for sports on .‘lh'c condition thy

the casy, tractable character of lhe Friesian bft‘cd will be
maintained in order to prciervg its loutslandmg suilabnily
for recreational use. Thc? Friesian is ax] al-l«around horse
that can be used in a variety of ways. This does not
automatically mean that all‘ho.rse.:s should have the same
talent and aptitude for all dlsc1pl|ne§. When considering
the variety of disciplines, the brccdlqg goal offers sufficien,
room for specialization yvithout leadmg_to separate breedjy,
programs. The description of the brgedmg goa!, \Yith Sy
to conformation and movement appllc§ to all disciplines
The added value of the Friesian horsc in sports is based on 4
combination of the following characteristics:

- Easy to handle anc
- Inquisitive and i
- Majestic and ¢l

- All-around

To improve the Friesian hoi yosition in sports, the

following characteristics defining aptitude for sports need to
meet high standards:

- Movement
- Conformation (build)

- Stamina and endurance

Character (positive attitude to work and friendly)

- Durability

- Health
VITALITY AND HEALTH

Breeding of Friesian horses is subject to high demands

with regard to the following characteristics, which toge!"®f
determine vitality and health:

No genetic anomalies
Fertility (stallions and mares)

Vitality (durability and health)

Reference: Judging the Friesian Horse. KFPS, 2013
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