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_FRIESIAN HOR

Friesian horse in detail (1)
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fent: marsa Te

pent and other writers
,\mhoﬂd ‘hat the Friesian horse is the
(eport€ ¢ of both the English Shire
forefd o sl B the Fell pony. William

queror (1) used horses in the

y that bore great resem-

”m centul
h the Friesian breed. Of

blanCES V"it
a variou
hts riding Friesian-type

the crusades and later

oF s depictions are known
this

\\‘i[h knig
orses- puring
Juring the 80 year war between The
Netherlands and Spain the Friesian

ced was most likely influenced by
dalusian horses. The
f of the name ‘Frie-

br
Arabian and An

first written proo
n horse’ is seen in writings from

sia
ann Friedrich

the German elector Joh
yon Sachsen in 1544. He traveled on a
friesian stallion to the Reichtstag in
spiers (3). Three years later the

elector rode the same stallion during
the battle of Muhlberg. He was already
spotted by Emperor Charles the Fifth
from afar. The etching of stallion

Phryso (1) from 1568 owned by Don
Juan of Austria in Napels is well known
with many Friesian enthusiasts. In the
17% century, the Friesian horse was

well represented at various riding
schools where the art of haute école
classical dressage was practiced.

Limited
The use of the Friesian horse was in
the 19% and 20t centuries more or
less limited to what currently is the
Province of Friesland. In the rural
:’::;f;fi F]riesland the Friesian horse
s mos‘lly a symbol of wealth and
fﬂl’mers toy used to take the wealthy
i, s church. In addition the
used for entertainment in

trOI[i
i Ng races on short tracks and
€r saddle.

phr\,, oo

rses stayed behind and influenced local breed
edas.

ckens ° Translation: Anneke van den IJssel

;l"ir;l:monally the horse was then
en wi
blanket ortlhitc;nllzcaksrl;a“' o i
the Friesian horse vas mo. th'at e
was most likely
used in the breeding of the Orlov
horse and the American trotters. At
the end of the 19t and the beginning
of the 20" century a difficult period
followed. The Friesian horse had to
compete with the heavier horse
breeds. The dancing ‘show horse' of
the wealthy farmers was less suitable
for the heavy work. The farmers even-
tually switched to heavier breeds or
crossed the Friesian horse with them.
This almost proved fatal for the
Friesian breed.
In café De Drie Romers in Roordahu-
izum on May 1, 1879, the Friesch
Paarden-Stamboek was founded (4).
The founding of the new studbook
stimulated the owners to register the
remaining Friesian horses but still the

n as luxury driving horse.

The Friesia

wn horses- Presumably in both ca -
Ses it concerns Frisian mercenaries with Friesian stallions.

popularity of the heavier horses. the
so-called ‘bovenlandse'/upland
horses, kept plaguing the Friesian
breed. In the beginning of the 20"
century it quickly went downhill
again. In 1913 there were only three

older studbook stallions left available

for breeding (4).

Expertise

Luckily there were people in Friesland
who wanted to save the breed from
extinction. They brought new life to
the breeding of the horses by expertly
purchasing and raising still present
Friesian purebred stud colts of suffi-
cient quality according to a policy
plan. The policies were successful and
the Friesian breed was saved (4).
Among others stud farm Stoeterij De
Oorsprong, founded in 1885 in Huis
ter Heide by the Van Eysinga family,
played an important role (2).
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addition to

The Friesian horse has
ality that

a fantastic exterior a person
is characterized by friendliness, intel

ligence, adaptation, and an enormous

amount of willingness o work for
their human companions. Especially
this personality made it that
throughout history there have be
people who would do anything fort
Friesian horse.

Supporters of the upland horses were
often equally harsh in their opinion
about the Friesian horse. The Friesian
‘danced’ too much in front of the plow
and wasted energy. In all reality the
people who preferred the uplanders
were somewhat right but they did not
know the history of the Friesian horse.
Also the deep connection between
human and horse like that between the
Friesian horses and their owners as is
so often seen (3) was underestimated.
After 1913, there was no choice left:
during the agricultural phase the Frie-
sian had to compete with the uplander.
In order to perform the heavy labor in
the field the horses were bred for
strength instead of luxury. The Friesian
horse became therefore a bit smaller
and heavier in conformation. That is
how the type of horse came to be that
is currently less desired. Studbook and
breeders want to nowadays return to
the original luxury and long lines in

en
he

conformation (4).
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....and a modern sport horse.’
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Promotion .
In the 1960s a crisis in breeding

followed. Farms mechanized; there

was no more use for horses in agricul-

ture. Most farmers did not have the
money to keep a horse just for fun,
which made it that many horses
disappeared from the farms. In 1965,
there were only 500 Friesian mares
registered with the studbook (3). Also
in the 1960s enthusiasts came to the
rescue of the Friesian horse. They put
the spotlight on the breed with, e.g.,

people who were not raiseq With
horses. The riding club L.R. pe
Oorsprong crusaded through tp, s
ince of Friesland in 1967 to broma .
the Friesian horse. From March g
through April 1, this parade of enthyg,
asts rode their Friesian horses from
Huis ter Heide to Workum (2). Thy thi
promotional tour was effective was
evident from the swift increase in
popularity of the breed in the
following two decades. Many people
discovered the wonderful characteris
tics of the Friesian breed and used it
for many purposes of use. In 2007,
over 40,000 horses were registered
with KFPS and annually some 7000
breedings are registered. ¢
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