
BREE DING 

stallion Choice 

search for the Ultimate 
combination 

h b d S the S

tallion choice for their mare is always a fun puzzle. The start•· f or orse ree er ng P•ino. 
IS Of 

Cou

rse che mare wilh her qualicies and things to improve on. It is important to select a . stallion . "-'lib 

which you can produce a foal that is better than the foal's dam. It does not sound very d"ff· I ICUlt b Ut lba , r, 

are many factors to take into account to be able to produce the best result from the comb· . 

Tex r: Marja Tee kens , Translation : Anneke van den I}sse l. 

How does the mare owner make the 
best possible decis ion between all the 
KFPS stud book stalli ons? The offe ring 
of stallions is after all very large . Some 
of the breed ing stallions are often seen 
in the limelight , e .g., the champion of 
the Stallion Show or the win ners of the 
Pavo KFPS Stallion Competitio n . Some 
s tallions breed many mares . The 
offspring presented at the inspections 
give a good overview of the bree ding 
qualitie s of the stallions that are used 
often . Other stalli ons , however, re mai n 
more in the background but a re spon
sible breeder, of cou rse , also wants to 
include those stal li ons in the stallion 
se lection . It is, after a ll , a ll abou t the 
most suitable combination : which stal
li on can mos t imp rove on the mare? 

Evaluation of the mare 
In order to make a good stall ion choice 
the breeder has to fi rst of all know his 
or her mare. Whe n breed ' f . mg or qua li ty 
the good characteristics of the . mare in 
questio n are after all ancho re d and th 
le ss desi rable characteristics a re e 

improved on. Impo rtant a id in the evalu
at ion of the mare is the 1· inear score 
form .. The linea r score fo rm provides 
overview of 2 5 r an h tnear characte ristics that 

ave been evaluated by the . d t' . JU ges at the 
ime of inspectio n for studbook . 

tion If the . reg1stra-
. mare is a bit older and h 

she already had a few f I as ow oa s the n the 
ne r al ready knows b ' h a it more abo 

er breeding qu alities . Also . u t 
knowledge of th d . important is 

e am line of the m a re. 
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By applying the different colors the 
breeder can quickly see if a charac
teristic belongs to the optimum or 
maximum characteristics. Breeding 

e maximum characteristics values for th • 

are dark blue (favorable) or red (unfa vo

r_able). The optimum characteristics are 
ligh t blue . 

When subsequen t ly the m ost importan t 
characteristics have bee d . th t n etermmed 

a need to be tak . . h en m to consid e ratio n 
tn t e sta llion selection 
suitab le stall ion c ' the search for a 
informati on of th::;rart. All (breed ing) 
li ons are rn . . PS s tudbook stal -

ainta111ed b th office B . . Y e s tudbook 
. ecau se i l 1s im . all thi s . f p oss ible to have 

111 o rm&tinn - 1 da lf' . - <.O rn p e te ly u p-to -
. ,n prir,1,. , · .. h :nf'ltlllati · . 

,,u l•· ' · 1<or i ; t o n IS ava il -
-' ' "'' ( l: "'l ' 1l10nk web . 

·-v .. 11 1 s ite, 
' . ;r,.,t io n is free for 

inat1on. 

members. Breeders can to th 

d 1
. h e1rh~ 

e ig t b rowse the data f b I o oth tht1· 
own horses as well as KFPS ' Studbo(.· 
stallion s . ' 

Website 
How ca n t he data be reviewed? F . ' 1r,, 

log on to t he websi te and click on th 

b u tto n '!eden/ members ' in the menu 

on the le ft-h a nd side . Then ente r th, 
m e m b er R-nu mber and password. Om 

logged in you may use all the options 

in the me n u on the left-hand side. 

Click under 'Fokkerij informatie/ l 
Breeding In fo rmation' on 'KFPS stam· 

boekh engsten info / KFPS studbook stal· 

lion info .' Then click on 'Selecteren ult 

a ll e stamboekhengsten met dek1·er· 

g u n ing , op basis van naam en/of 
fokwaarden/ Selec t from all studbook 

stallio ns with breeding permit based 

o n na m e and/ or breeding values .' 

·--_...-- --__ ...... . 
---···· _ ... ... 
""::'"':,:· ~· 

P,a~ 
- -• -~ ' 0~ . n criteria 

After fillin g out the se/ectio irons r~o
1 

d f the sta, 
overview is produce o 
mee t the selection criteria , 



uest 
10 reQ .. ys to consult the 

110'" i rrcrent wa 
l' l I ,re ,ti 

111 1 . • 

IJ,1,L' · dbook sta llions 
J.11 •1 • II stu . . 

.1 rro rn a dbook sta llions wrth 
,clC' . all stu 

,1c(I fro n1 . based on name and / 
-'' pe rn11t. ,di ng 
vrc' . , va lues. 

breeding f m all studbook stal -
rr I cting ro 
11·1icn sc e . I wn with all known 

li strs s lO . . 
1,011' •1 

11
. 115 Part of this list are 

k sta to . 
;1u dlJOO . that are no longer 

stallions 
.,1so because they are 

d·ng e.g .. 
uree , d, When selecting on all stud-

MceJse ·. with breeding permit 
k stallions 

u00 e and/ or breeding values, 
ed on narn 

uas ers can fill out the name of 
horse own . 

II . 11 or based on desired 
1he sta 10 . 

d
. values they can make a list of 

uree mg 
s1udbook stallions that meet the 

criteria selected . 

Breeding values in a glance 
The linear characteristics, which a 

breeder can select on are divided in two 

kinds. 
Optimum characteristics: an average 

score (25) or breeding value (100) is 

most desired. Examples are : shape of 

the back, conformation of the front legs 

and hind legs. 

Maximum characteristics: the higher the 

better, such as, e.g., expression of the 

face and expression in movement. Also 

characteristics for which the desired 

score is clearly above the average, such 

as slope of the shoulder and shape of 
the croup, are part of the maximum 

characteristics. When selecting for a 

maximum characteristic the desired 

loweSl value is filled out . For selection 
on o r P rmum characteristics the highest 

value is filled out. Please note : it 
concerns b d. 
b ree mg values. They range 

etween 80 and 120. 
How does th 

e mare owner know if it 
concerns an . 
h optimum or a maximum 

c aracteristi 7 Th 
th c. e breeding values for 

emaximum h . . 
Cited. c aractenst1cs are indi-

tn dark bl (f "'11 ue avorable) or red 
avorable) B 

'&lti · reed ing values for 
mum chara · . 

'

blue. cten st1 cs are indicated in 

Ilg ou t ' .... i. a 
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tl._ are owr, L. 
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BREEDING 

many characteristics . When you select 

on just a small number or characteris 

tics the result is often bigger. As an 

example we take I 6 year old ster mare 

Danique. Danique is a mare with a 

strong trot with length in the trot. 

Attention needs to be paid with 

Danique to her front: she could have a 

more uphill conformation. Her neck is 

nicely vertical but the head/neck 

connection could be a bit lighter. 

Conclusion: the strong movement of 

the mare needs to be anchored. The 

stallion has to have a high breeding 

value for direction of the forehand: the 

head/neck connection needs to be 

light. All selected characteristics are 

maximum characteristics. We need to, 

therefore, find a stallion with a 

breeding value greater than l 00 for all 

three characteristics. 

How to fill out: in order to find a 

stallion with the desired traits fill out 

the value l 05 for trot and direction of 

the forehand . For head-neck connec

tion 103 is filled out. Now the data

base can process the request. After 

filling out the selection criteria an 

overview of stallions that meet the 

criteria will appear. 

A good stallion choice needs to lead to a 

foal in which the good characteristics of 

the dam(fine) are anchored and lead to 

an improvement on the less f,IOOd charac

teristics of the dam. 

Stallion information 

It turns out there are six stallion that 

meet the criteria entered for Danique . 

Now the breeding results of the six 

stallions will be further looked into . To 

this end we click on the link 'Hengsten

informatie/Stallion Information .' Th e 

stallion information includes pedigree. 

number of breedings, breeding value s , 

results Central Performance Testing, 

data birth registration, foal data. 

inspection results of the offspring, 

breeding values exterior, average 

scores ABFP, and breeding values for 

sport aptitude. With the pedigree of 

the stallion you can see the quality of 

the dam line, a very important piece of 

information for the stallion choice . By 

comparing this stallion information 

and comparing it with your own prefer

ences it will already be a bit easier to 

make a choice between the six stallions 

that meet the criteria for Danique. 

Making the final choice 
The choice can be finalized by setting 

additional criteria: for what purpose will 

the foal be used in the future? The apti

tude for riding or driving horse can be 

included in the decision. Or is it a pref

erence to use a breeding stallion 

approved on offspring? Of the stallions 

that then remain the inbreeding 

percentage can be calculated. That is a 

free service through the KFPS website . 

The kinship percentage also plays a role 

and of course above all it is important 

to avoid risky combinations. That 

means that in the combination breeding 

stallion-mare stallions with known 

hereditary issues in the pedrigree need 

to be avoided on both the sire's and 

dam's side. Known stallions that carry a 

risk for both the dwarfism gene as well 

as the hydrocephalus gene are Jarich, 

Wessel, and Oege. In addition a selection 

can be made in the stallion information 

on the topics 'aftekeningen/ markings' or 

'premies van de veulens/ premies of the 

foal crop .' And last but not leas t : how 

does the mare owner like the stallion 7 

In the end you have a stallion choice for 

which the breede r made as much use as 

possible of all available information . 

And then we have to see what the result 

w ill be , because breeding is of course 

neve r com ple tely pred ictabl e. • 
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