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W
e have all seen them together in the show ring. That In 2001, Suzy began working with seven-time United States 

perfectly put together Friesian that is a combination National Pair Combined .. ~ving _Champion_ Lisa SiQger and 

of grace, beauty and athleticism, complimented by took every opportunity to work with many diffe{ent breeds in 

a rider or driver who exudes enthusiasm and confidence in his both pleasure showing and com_bined driving. SJ afford soon 

charge. The ease of the pair's movements together ~ ne is became Singer 's assistant trainer and honed her skills to become 

palpable and conveys depth of trust and experience on~ an a noted trainer, instructor, and clinician. Suzy now competes 

only discover in a true partnership. This type of relationsf; p , on the national and international stage in the breed show Ting 

and ability to performance seamlessly with a Friesian -l_s\..~: well as opin riding and driving venues across the country. 

~omething almost all ofus have dreamed of, or sought. at o~ ~ ear after year, Suzy conti!rnes t? add many _championship 

time or another. Many of us are lucky enough to have our true pe~rmanc7s and m~dal fimshes to an already impressive list 

connection in the barn. Friesians are known for their desire to of accomplishments:.-• 

develop deep bonds with their owners. But how 90 we find such Staying, at the top of one's gamL n~ ans working with 

a perfect match for the per~o~ance arena? WhatJ;aits ~ th~ best, an? ~ ZY.i as traine~ with many~~ rld champion 

for a good perfom1ance Fnesian and how does confom1at10n dnvers. Settmg,a sohd foundation of basic skills for students 

transla~e to ~erfonnance? 
is a priority for Sta, rd, who helps them gain confidence and 

In tl1JS sene~ brought to_ you by the FHANA Education and proficiency. Teaching at her two training locations, Ocala FL 

Health Committee, _Se/ectmg the Petfo:mance Friesi~n, we'_II - !l~~ Chesapeake City, MD, as well as traveling to clinics 'and 

expl~re h~w ?ne might go about breedmg ~r_purcJ1~smg the'.r g1vrng seminars, enables her to share her knowledge with other 

once ma h_fetrm~ partner for dress~ge o~ dnvmg. FJTst, we sit driving enthusiasts and competitive drivers. 
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Stafford fi h tak h k "- . , , 1 s1an ree came 111 

or er eon w at ma es ior a good dnving Friesian-.... when a client and FHANA b I c: · I 

and how to select one. 
. . . mem er came to 1er ior help wit 1 

MEET THE TRAINER 

Suzy Stafford 's interest in horses began at a young age. She 

rose through the ranks of ~nited States Pony Club in her early 

years. where she excelled m combined training. 1n 1998 h 

co; p/ered American _Riding Instructors Program certific~t!o: 

J~ - ressage and combined training. After a leg injury ended her 

n mg c~reer, she channeled her competitive drive towards a 

new equme sport: carriage driving. 

her Fnesian mare. Smee then, Suzy has successfully trained • ·.,-. 

and produced IBOP scores above 77 points for fi ve Friesians ..-. 

:n~ she ~a~ trained and dr~ven three Friesian mares to achieving ., 

heJT Dnvmg Sport Predicate. Friesians trained in her barn 

have gone on tb become some of the most success ful Friesian 

driving horses in all of North America. 

We have asked Suzy to comment on some important points 

that need to be considered as one searches for their 1Je.~l 

~erformance Friesian prospect and have outlined these fari'ou 

rn the following paragraphs: 
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S7:tRTING TJI E SF:A RCJ-1 PIWC.ESS 
Fir~, thing's 1irst - get fa milia r wi th the breed , if you arc not 

al ready. Decide what your goa l is for your next equine partner. 
Decide what yo\u- timdinc is to fulfill yourJ )erformancc goa l. 
tlm \\' t ll hel p you evaluate the age range you will be searching 
in . Your performance goa ls will also come into play when you 
set your budget. A youngster not yet stai1ed in the pcrf onnance 
nrcna will take longer to develop and be less expensive. A 
proven perfo rmance horse will be more expensive but ready 
to perform as needed, based on your goal s and timcline. Look 
into bloodli nes that have been or are currently successfi.11 in the 
area of performance you would like to be invol ved in . 

Tl/£ IMPORTANCE OF CONFORMA TION 
No matter what your performance goals are, you should 

always be looking for a correct horse. Look for solid, correct 
con fo miation that lends itself well to your intended use. Straight 
legs and good feet are a must and apply across the board in all 
areas of perfonnance. 

ENLIST PROFESSIONALS HELP 
If you have a trainer, ask for their assistance. They are 

professionals and can help make a successful match. If you 
work closely with your trainer, he or she knows what type of 

111 It ll? I 11 \ r 1\'I 'll !I H •1 o1, 

horse wi ll fit your personali ty, driving style am.I level of ti rm: 
you can commi t to train ing and pcrfonn ance. They also know 
how lo heir you reach your goal s and wil l guide you to the 
appropriate type of Friesian . Go see the horses in person. 

FRIES/AN PERFORMANCE CIIARA CTERISTICS 
The Friesian characteri stics that translate to good perf onnancc 

are similar to those of other breeds. What sets the characteristics 
li st apart is the level or goal you are aspi ri ng to complete. For 
example, if you are not aspi ring to ride Grand Prix then you 
can be more flexibl e on certain traits when selecting a Friesian. 

DO YOU NEED A SCHOOLMASTER? 
In my experience th is is usually based on the buyer·s budget. 

A schoolmaster is a quicker path to success in the performance 
arena but the goal of the buyer and their budget are the primary 
deciding factors. 

DESIREABLE TRAITS 
Any horse used for perfonnance should have a basic. correct 

conformation. Look for clean, straight legs and strong, correct 
feet. Those tra its will be very important fo r the long-tem1 
sou ndness of any performance horse. Depending on your 
discipline or goals, you may have a personal preference for 

Suzy Stafford l1old ing the reins of lvanka Nicola (S ipke 450 x Folker! 353) owned by Crystal Burr. 
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~onw tr.111' . l t'tx•u:- llll drt'." .i~l'. r,11 nn~c 11 11d io lhll t type:-. l 11 11 
prl~:-1x-c1. l lll\)}... for a n:1 1111.ill) long. n11111d 111.·c k thnt i:- rnr ,wd 
uphill hut lll,t ll }'ll !-!hl ,md ri rk,111 tlm1:it la tch. I prdi:r :111 up hi ll 
but Id l r.,,111 k g~ ll' ll~l'r than bock ). I like n medi ,1111 kn g. th 
b.,c i... . lf thl' bn..::i... 1:- llll) long it is weak. but llllll"l' suppk than 
a ~hon b.1ci... . A slw11 hnr k is usunlly , cry strong but tcnds l l1 

not hn, c ns mud, suppleness. I lih· a low set hlKk fl,r powl'r. 
The " ,ilk and c:rntrr n~ important tn nw. as they an: gaits that 
I cnn kast influcncl' th n111g.h tra in ing. The horse must have a 
nutural rhythm. suppkness and natura l power Ill th t' wa lk :rnd 
cnnter. The trot must tic good as well. but sho11comings wi th 
the trot c:rn he grt•atly improwd through training. Character is 
n huge deciding factor for me. A perfonnance horse must have 
n certain spark - n little something special. 

TR Y BEFORE roe Bt.:r 
l th ink it is important to meet the horse in person in order to 

get a sense of their character and tendencies. The time it takes 
to assess the horse ·s current level of talent and future potential 
is based on your experience doing so. If you are new to the 
perfo m1ance horse, you may want to bring a professional set 
of eyes "~th you. I encourage buyers to look at many horses 
for comparison. I do fee l that you must get that "fuzzy feeling" 
on the fi rs t visit but I suggest driving and handling the horse at 
least two or three times before making a decision . 

THE FRIESIAN 

/'N I' /'URCII tSH F.\'tl MS . 
i\ Cllm·ct, 111.:n lthy horse ,, key. and tlm ~hould he decided 

by your vc tcri 1111ri11n. I alway, dn h:i ,e lronl ll'l.'t and hock 

ruding. ra phs nn all p11 rchnscs. 

UPNEXT 
In the nex t insta llment in thi s series we turn our tocu, to 

Sl'kct ing II Friesian for performance in the dressage arena \I ith 
expert advice from FEI rider and 111structor. Ju lio Mcndo,.a. 

Stay tuned ! 

Lea rn more about Suzy Stafford and the serv ices Stafford 
Carriage Dri ving offers by goi ng to thei r website: http:/,w\\ \\ 

staffordcarriagedri ving.com/ 

FHA NA Education a11d Hea/1!, Co111111i11ee: 
A,wie DePuvdt- C/wi1perso11 
D,:"" Rosea111;e Palermo- Bo'ard Liaison 
D1: Kathy Fox- Heall/, Advisor , 
D1: Kris/a Porter 
D1: Ann Blakey 
Caron Osbom 
Heidi Born-S111 ill1 
Allison Thomas 
Aimee Ziller 
Rulh Page 
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Suzy Stafford drfving ls0'· ' '· '' :0-? I (Stpke x Feitsej owned by Gail Aumiller. 
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