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None of us want our foals to be equine versions of'the o\}r )
. - > )~
nbred back-country residents of the classic movie. Defiver

ance! The first, and least subjective, tool in stallion selectiox'l 18
the inbreeding coefficient. This is the percentage ot'inbreed!11g
that would occur in the first five generations of the prospective
foal’s pedigree if your particular mare were mated with a par-

ticular stallion.

The FPS recommends that the inbreeding percentage be kept

under 5%. At the FHANA website. under Member Services,
YOu can obtain inbreeding coefficients online for a foal result-
ing from a mating of your mare to the various FPS stallions.
Or, if you don’t have internet access, you should avoid having
the same ancestor appear more than once within the first three
generations of the prospective foal’s pedigree.
Don’t make the mistake of many new Friesian breeders and
assume that the lowest inbreeding coefficient is the all-around

‘best’ mating! Inbreeding percentage is only one factor of many
to consider.

Common ancestors of a new foal out of WIETSKJE B. by Ludse
[198603051] in § generations.

Horse Name  Stambook No  Path In Sire  Path In Dam  Contribution
Gerke

196102201 SDSDS DDSSS 0.1953

Jochem 197402591 SDS DSS 3.1250
Mark 196402321 SDSS DDDSS 0.3906
Ritske 195502021 SSSDS DSDSS 0.1953
SDDS DSDSS 0.3%06

Total 4.2969
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Stallion Book (Friese Stamhhengsten)
Something like perpetually updated yearbo
of “FPS stallion school,” the stallion books ar
breeders consider essential. This weighty ty
tains a conformation photo (standing, side
lion, his stallion examination results and remarks (;
about the stallion’s performance at the central stg);
Each stallion’s section is later updated with the re ot fro 1
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- ~—APRILMAY 5q,

Offspring Judging churls.

There is no Day ol Reckoning more importan, fora Stallion
than his offspring evaluation. That is when he either receives
-PS approval to continue br'ccding. or because he has nog shown
by his descendants that he improves the breed, his career 46 X

ae

sire is ended.

Under the current system a stallion’s progeny are evalyateq
not just on conformation and movement at halter, but 3]s, on
their use for riding and driving as shown by performance tests
in the Netherlands. Stallions without offspring in the Nether-
lands are evaluated without the performance test. Offspring
assessment begins when the stallion’s oldest offspring are three
and may continue for two or even three years, in order to evaly-
ate a sufficient number of progeny.

The offspring evaluation report for each stallion is a compre-
hensive compilation of the average scores of his offspring in
various elements of the performance tests, his percentage of
star mares, foal inspection results, and reports on conforma-
tion, type and gaits of his descendants. Based on all of these
aspects, in addition to how well the stallion fits the current
breeding goals of the FPS, he is approved on offspring or with-
drawn from future breeding.

The offspring judging report provides a wealth of important
information to the mare owner and is published in English in
Phryso International. 1t is also included, in Dutch, in the stal-

lion book updates.
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Elke and mom, Karrvne, exercising. Photo by Els Anderson.

Foal Inspection Reports

A superstar at the central stallion examination is not neces-
sarily the sire of junior superstars. We all know that the real
test of a sire’s quality is in the quality of his progeny.

Mare owners who are interested in breeding to the younger
approved stallions will be missing some of the information that
is readily available about breeding results of older stallions. To

help fill this information gap, since 2000 the FPS prepares
inspection reports on each stallion’s first foal crop. This in-
cludes brief remarks on the stallion’s foals typical confor-
mation, gaits and premium breakdown (number of first, sec-
ond, third and no premies). These reports are published in
the Phryso magazine.

Abstammungsuntersuchung
Offspring judging
Examen héréditaire des produits

Errakis. Photo by
Kris Fulwiler

Bericht Folkert 353

Follert 353 19302821 st ¢in Zuchtpro-
dukt von Joh. van der Linden sus Brakel.
K Smit und Familie Folmer sind derzeit
Exgentumer des Hengstes. Folkert hat
wahrend det ersten zwed Jahre nach seiner
Korung auf der Hengststation der Fandlie
Folmer gestanden. Seit 1999 ist Folkert in
dev Fakultat von Utrecht statiorert
Folkert kommi aus Stamsn 30 und hat die
Sterstute Levntsje ). 198685230 (V: Wessel
237 1) zur Mutter. Des einzige noch leben-
de Hengst Feitse 293 ist dey
Vater von Folkert: Auf der Hen,

hat Folkert immer gut von sich reden las
sen. Im Jahr 1998 und 2001 war er Reser-

whm in den Jahren 1999 und 2000
war dor Kampioen der Hengstko-
rung.

Im Ur it der Zentralen
Untersuchung, die Folkert 1997 abgesch-
lossen hat, wurde der Hengst als arbeits-

williger und  intelligenter  H
umschrieben e S

Nach der Zentralen Untersuchung st Fol- |

kert in den Deckdienst gegangen. Im Jah
2001 musste Folkert seine o

2zeigen und hat diese Untersuchung auch
2001 abgeschlossen. Der Befund dieser
Abstammur wird nach-
folgend beschrieber.

2 Index

Aus dem Index von Folkert 353 geht her-
o, dase der Hengst das Exterieur positiv
vererbt. Der Hengst Folkert bringt Nach-
kommen mit Koplen, die ausreichend
ansprechend sind. Der Halsstand ist verti-
kal. Die Schulterlage ist scheag, Der Riic-
ken ist etwas weich Die Lenden sind breit

|

Tolkert 353, (Photo: Jacob Melissen)

Report Folkert 353

Folkert 353 199302821 15 a breeding pro- |
duct of Joh van der Linden of Brakel and
s cutrently owned by K. Smit and the Fol
mer family. The first two years followiag
his approval, Folkert was stationed at the
stud center of the Folmer family. Since

| 1999, he has been at stud at the Veterinary

Die Kruppe ist ablallend und kurz Die |

Hosenmuskell ist sehr gut Die Bein
qualitat st hant. Folkert vererbt in Bezug

Faculty of the University of Utrech. !
Folkert comes from pedigree 30 and was
bred out of the star mare Leentsje |
1968685230 (S:Wessed 237 I"). Folkert's sire
is the only surviving preferent stallion
Feitse 293 At the Stallion Inspections. Fol
kert always put up an excellent perfor
mance, obt; ‘:L rescrve champions.
hip bitde in 1998 as well as in 2001 Desides, |
at the 199 and 2000 Stallion Inspections
he won the championship title

The test report of the Central Examsnation,
which Folkert rounded otf in 1997, descon

bes him as an intelligent stallion with
good willingness to work

| a Indice

Rapport Folkert 353

Folkert 350 199302821 3 é4¢é Seve pat Joh
van der Linden de Brakel Actuellement les
propoctares de I'etalon sont K Smwt et b
tamille Folmer. Aprés avorr été admus Fol-
ket a Lait des wrvices de saulbe

deux ans dans fa stabon d'étalons de la
tamille Folmer. Depurs 199 Folkert st
posté a la Faculté Veternusire de Unsver
slté d"Utrecht

Folkert descend de L lignee 30 sa meve
est la jument « ster » Leentye |
19868520 (P Wessel 237 P) Le sl #talon
préférent qui est encore en vie, Feitse 293
est e pere de Follkert. Lors des inspoctions
des étalans il a toujours fatt bome figure
on 1998 et 2001 1} a rempurte be cham
plonnat de réserve. En 199 of en 2000 4 3

rempoté Je champronnal de §inspecton
! des éalons

Dans le rapport de |'Examen Central qu d
a achevé en 1997 U a éte déeit comme
intelhgent et 20l

Aprés FExamen Central i 3 tast & wnt
cvs do saillie. Fn 2001 il a 4 montrer se
produits © en 2001 d & acheve o conrile
Ci-dessous yous trouveres jes risltats du
contrile hériditae des produity

Lindice de Folkett 353 montre que son
| hertditaie & ['exténeur et possitil

| 1 donne des produits dont les Ntes wont

sulfisamument expressves L posion des
encolures est vatcale i position des
epaules est inclinee Le dos est un peu
mou, Jes rems sont largrs La oupe est un
e indlinee et courte. L longueur des
muscles des menibres posteneuns et it
bonne Les membres sont de quabte dre
Quant § o hautowt au garrot 3 hn‘mv
s trammmession héreditase ot dans B
moyenme
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Three sporthars,

Annyy .
lllu.nl Breeding Results gudge: 1 1
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g YOU are fortunate enough to attend the annual p— 4" T :ﬁ,",,:,,,.
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the stall; Reuring (stallion inspection, commeonly referred 1043 hath {hoto |
S 10n ‘hO\\) , o) o . . . - : ,
: ) ‘ oS . the show
Catalog It is ye _OU\\{IIlmd.mmkruslmgluhamn ) e
Zines ac .. sually published again in the spring P/ryso magd- ‘“"‘wm
eS.as well as g N ; “mw i

. N The Friesian. This chart shows the number
dings and foals by stallion for the prior year as well as
statislingsb :rr: nd percentage of foals \.\'ilh white markings. These

First, the useful for a couple of important reasons:
useful 1o mapﬂcer’nage of breedings that resulted ln.bll'lhs s
(All mare o vre 0\'\ ners‘concemed about §eltllng their mares.
2000 but o l\flers.) If. for example, a stallion bred 80 mares I
want o dj iy 30 roals_“’ere born in 2001, a mare owner mlght
the part: SOUss ‘hl_S with the stallion owner before booking to
N Particular stallion. FHANA members must remember that
S;;:?ﬂtﬂ?nca" stallions who breed primarily with transported

naturally settle a lower percentage of mares. This 1S
due to poor timings of inseminations and other problems out
of the stallion owner’s control.

The second essential piece of information from this chart
concerns white markings. This is especially crucial if your mare
Was born with any white hairs or has had previous foals with
White. Some stallions - including some of the most popular
§talli0n lines - have a greater tendency to throw white mark-
nes. These stallions may not be good mates for your mare
with a white star.

of bree
th’ nu

el Spning 2002

BREEDING RESULTS FRIESIAN STUDBOOK STALLIONS 2001

Registraton | Stallon No ol [ No.of No.ol  [Reg Fous |%of %ol [Hool |
Nimbet Broedings | Second | Broedings ‘ foss | Bom | Dtne | whwe | Honaes |
( 2001 s | 2000 2001 2001 l 2001 | Markngs | wiwhile
| \ 2001 ‘ [ 2001 | \.llil [
[tem03001 ids  |t2e | we Too (s |52 [orw [ |
186503011 | s |41 3 53 36 3[R [26% KL
108503021 | Jakob 88 |2 W[ (o6 [6a% |63% |60
[ 198503031 _| Junen 12— % a o [reaw 4w |20 |
188603041 a5 e 277 | %2 T606% |00% |0 |
| 198603051 2 20 13 75 [862% | 200% |52
[ 0es0306% 0 TN S T 108 L S

Table of (Female) offspring of Stallions

Here is another interesting table published periodically by
the FPS in the Phryso magazines and then reprinted in The
Friesian (this issue). It shows the number of registered stud-
book, star, model, preferent mares and approved stallions, by
stallion. For older stallions with a large number of adult daugh-
ters, these statistics are very significant. Perhaps the most rel-
evant statistic for most mare owners is the percentage of star
mares sired by each stallion. But like all tools in the stallion
selection toolkit, these statistics can’t be taken in isolation. For
example, one stallion with more than 150 adult daughters, a
star percentage of 47%, two model daughters and two approved
stallion sons, lost his breeding approval due to the inconsistent
quality of his offspring. This was Nammen 308.

Linear Scores of the Mare

“Wait a minute! | thought this article

was about stallions.” That’s only partial.ly true, because stal-
lions are only part of the preeding equation. The most 1m;})‘or-
tant factor in selecting @ stallion for your mare 1S the mare her-
self! The more you know about your mare and her strengths
and weaknesses, the better you can utilize the tool_s in your
stallion selection toolkit. The more foals you've seen from your
mare, especially by different stallions, the more you know about
the characteristics she tends to pass on {0 her sons and daugh-

You may be saying.

ters.
But if you don’t know much about your mare’s produce. and

perhaps feel unqualified to critically evaluate the mare herself,
the very best objective evaluation is her linear score sheet. Since
1993 all horses presented for studbook entry are scored and
the score sheets are passed along to the horse owner with the
adult registration certificate.

The linear score sheet evaluates various points of the horse’s
conformation and movement against the average for all Frie-
sian horses. A mid-range score denotes the breed average, not
the breed ideal, and on each separate point the horse may be
average or deviate from average in one direction or the other.
For example, at one extreme the trot may be ‘weak’ or at the
other extreme, ‘powerful’ or the croup may be ‘short” or ‘long.’

As breeders, our task is to select stallions who will compli-
ment our mares and improve their weaknesses. Ideally the foals
will be better than their dams. If my mare is especially weak in
a specific area, [ may decide that one of my primary criteria in
selecting a stallion is to improve that area in the prospective
ﬁ?al. In order to improve upon the mare 1 have to first recog-
nize what should be improved. The linear score sheet is a gre;t
tool for that.

(Note: Many sellers do not automatically pass along the lin-
ear score sheet when they sell an adult horse. Knowledgeable
buy.ers should request it but must realize that the seller is not
obligated to provide it. The FPS considers the linear score sheet
the property of the owner who presented the horse for stud-

book entry and does not issue duplicates to subsequent own-
ers.)

o
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Conformation Index

There is no perfect sire and we can clearly see this from the
Conformation Index for each approved stallion. The index is
published annually in the spring and is distributed to subscrib-
ers on Phryso. It is a cumulative compilation of the linear scores
of the adult offspring of each approved stallion. Thus it can
only be prepared for stallions with adult progeny who have
entered the studbooks.

The Conformation Index shows the extent to which the
stallion’s descendants vary from average on each of the linear
score points. An important thing to consider when reviewing a
stallion’s index is the reliability of the index. Reliability

Katryne & Elke. Photo by Els

increases as number ol descendants increases, Many of the
North American stallions have a relatively small nymbe, o
studbook offspring, making it harder to fully rely on their ¢ -
formation Index.

Another point to consider is that while 100 represents i
average for the breed, within the group of horses representing
the average for the breed there is variation (known as standard
deviation) and the index points ranging from 97 to 103 are s1j))
considered within the average range. Thus if you want to haye
a significant chance of lengthening the croup of your prospec-
tive foal, for example, you should select a stallion with an in-
dex for croup length EXCEEDING 103. If you select a stallion
with a large number of adult descendants and the croup length
index of 108, you’ve selected a stallion who strongly transmits

longer croups to his descendants.

Naen
197602641 bt (hm): 91 (99) gekeurde nak.: 63
geb.datum: 11-apr-1376
vader : Ferdinand
moeder : Truue
100
hoofduitdrukking cnedel — - 102 edel
hoofd/halsverbinding  swear —— — R 105 o
halsstand horszoncaa 94— — —— verticanl
schouderligging stoti 95 . — b
rugvorm week 98 il — e
lendenbreedte smal 99 — Breed
kruisvorm reche 97 -l — ahelleod
kruislengte xort 98 - sany
broekspierlengte kert 96 - — Ty
onderarmlengte kore -— 105 lung
voorbeenstand qeatrext —_— 100 ‘oderscand
achterb m — B 106 e
kootlengte kort —— — N 106
hoefvorm klein -— 104 gisoi
beenkwaliteit voos 98 . —_ hard
stapkorrektheid tooncreden 99 s frans
staplengte Kore —— 101 lang
stapuitdrukking zwak 98 -_. Krachesg
draftact weinig tac . 101 veel cace
bewegingsuitdrukking  diwend 99 Py
Kleur veadevare 103 gicnare
behang weinig 93 veii
hoogtemaat Klein — — . 104 pwest
.
Conclusion

The amount of information available to us about the FPS
approved stallions and their descendants is terrific, but it can
also give us a terrific headache if we let the statistics over-
whelm our common sense. Sometimes we have to select a stal-
lion with the cooled semen that survives for 72 hours, because
we live in the middle of nowhere. Or we have to select a stal-
lion at a farm that will breed our mare natural cover because
she refuses to get pregnant any other way. Or we have to rule
out stallions who carry the red factor gene because our mare
has the red factor. Or we don’t want to take a chance on getting
a goal with excessive energy from an otherwise excellent stal-
lion known for “hot” sons and daughters. None of these impor-
tant factors appear in the FPS statistics but they all figure into
our decision making.

No single, or combined, statistic or chart from the FPS will
tell us what stallion to breed our mare to. But each is an addi-
tional tool in the large toolkit the FPS provides us, in an effort
to constantly improve the breed. A4
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