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Countless people think that the Friesian horse is overbuilt. In

+ sport. an O erbuilt horse will be at a disadvantage. On av-
crage. the front legs carry two thirds of the weight ofthe horse.
W hen the horse is overbuilt, even more weight is put on the
<ont legs. Why a horse is overbuilt is closely related to the
.oth of the front leg.

{ the time when horses were still used in agriculture. it was
sbeolutely necessary that the front leg was short, in order to
L«ume an adequate pulling position. With a long front leg this
wouldn't be possible. But in most of the sport disciplines we
~ed the horse to “sit down.” to bring his balance to the hind-
- arters. This isn't too difficult with a correct length of the
7ot leg. An overbuilt horse is often pushing. rather than car-
~ing. The length of the front leg is therefore one of the impor-
nt criteria in the evaluation/inspection of the Friesian horse.
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To get a better insight into this matter. the Inspection decided
last year to measure not only the size at the withers. but also
the size at the croup at several ABFP tests. In the year 2002.a
total of 89 three-year old horses were measured. The results
are shown in diagram #1 and in chart =1. The results show that
more than half of the measured horses were built uphill.

The conclusion is that most of the Friesian horses are notover-
built (anymore). We do have to point out that the horses that
were measured were still young. We may expect that the horses
will only get more uphill when they mature.

Nevertheless. the length of the front leg will remain a closely
scrutinized subject matter in the breeding of the Friesian horse.
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Results more than half are built uphtil




{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }

