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How To Create A 
Successful Expo 
Appearance 

B 
. NA E ecutive Director 

Y Gail Aumiller, MAFA Vice-President, and Jason Tice, FHA x 

Does your club attend Expositiod~sf; t 

ti 
to create a I ieren 

Are you looking or a way . A ·11 . . 1 · sts? Gail um1 er 
experience for Fries1an ent rnsia · . . . 
and the members of the Mid-Atlantic Fnes~~n 

oawson Smith, riding Majestic Ster Friesian 's Jillis mare, Ester H, is led by 

. ther Karen. Photo credit: Barbara Auchter Photography 

Association have created such a memora e 
. · os they attend, we 

experience at the various exp 
thought they should share it wi th the FHANA hlS mo ' 

membership to help spice up your next expo. . . 
FHANA and MAFA members hosted the Fnes1an 

booth at the Harrisburg, PA, 11th Annual Horse Worl_d 
Expo, on February 21-24, 2013. Preparations for this 

event started the previous year when we conta_cted 

the host for their vendor forms and FHANA with a 
request for them to sponsor us in Breeder 's Row. 

FHANA generously pays for the IO feet x IO feet 

vendor space where we set up the traveling FHANA 

informational booth, and an adjoining stall , where 

we display a Friesian horse for the public to ooh and 

aah over. FHANA budgets to participate in a number 

of Horse Expos annually. Representing FHANA, 

members attend EquineAffaires, Horse World Expos, 

the Sacramento Horse Expo, and the Mid-West Horse 

Fair events, just to name a few. If you have a horse 

fair or expo in your area, please contact FHANA to 

discuss your participation. Over the years I've lost 

track of the number of times I have heard comments 

about this being the first time a Friesian was seen in 

person and that was certainly true for me, because I 

saw my first Friesian, Thor, at the Timonium expo 

in the l 990's. 
For many years, MAFA, The Mid-Atlantic Friesian 

Association, has hosted FHANA's booth at horse 

expos in VA, MD, and PA . For the past four years 

I have been personally involved with our Friesian 

presence at the Harrisburg, PA, Horse World Expo 

and have been so very proud of the spectacular job 

FHA NA and MAFA members have done to promote 

our breed here in central Pennsylvania. Julio and 

Jessica Mendoza were the first MAFA members to 
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venture into the Mid-Atlantic expo venues with 
Friesians. not only paving the way for the rest of 
us, but also taking us under their wing, helping us 
to learn th1.: ropes. 

If you want to have FHANA's support and 
financial backing to attend an expo, you will need 
to complete the new · Application for FHA NA 
Exhibitor Kit/Show Sponsorship Form' , preferably 
a year in advance. By getting FHANA involved, 
you also will get brochures, pamphlets, and even 
magazines to share with the public. FHANA has 
created an Exhibitor Kit request fonn to help better 
prepare for events. This fonn will need to be filled 

Top: Julio Mendoza's riding Kari Mackiewicz's Tsjerk star 
stallion, Maurus Sport. in their musical freestyle . Photo credit: 
Barbara Auchter Photography 

Middle: Dreams Come True Farm 's 4 year-old Teade filly, 
Fancee, is ridden by Cynthia Brumbaugh. Photo credit: Bar­
bara Auchter Photography 

Below: Doug Smith riding his Anton star mare, Bellatrix fan 
Leandra. Photo credit: Barbara Auchter Photography 
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out for each and every event that FHANA attends. This will 
help us to better prepare the booth, materials and supplies 
for each event. This form can also be used if you would like 
FHA NA to sponsor a show or class. When the venue's exhibitor 
registration forms are available, they will need to be completed 
and also sent on to FHANA. Normally this information 
is available six months before the event. Please send the 
registration forms to FHANA as soon as they are available. 

My philosophy is the more Friesians we bring, the better, so 1 
send numerous MAFA member participation recruiting emails. 
Once all the paperwork is completed, before we even get to 
the expo, time is spent creating a catchy musical score for our 
Parade of Breeds, and writing the perfect script to show case 
each of our horses and riders. 

After we arrive at the venue and get the horses unloaded and 
comfortably into their stalls, we tum our attention to setting 
up the FHANA booth in breed row. I am always amazed at the 
compactness and ease with which FHANA's booth can be set 
up and that the two large traveling storage cases were designed 
to become a display stand! We also bring along a couple of 
tablecloths, a 6 foot folding table and 4 chairs, and in addition 
to decorating with photos and posters, we always tape a plastic 



shee t protector to the stall 

door. where cards containing 

ihe horse ·s name, se.\. sire. 

dale-of-birth. o\\'ner. city. and 

siate can be sl id when that 

horse is in the public display 

sta ll. FHANA will also supply !55:~~;; 
) ou with va rious videos to be 

played during your weekend if __,.,....., _ _ _ 

there is a TV available. This 

certainly helps to catch the 

wayward eye. At the booth we 

display a sign with the Friesian 

Parade of Breed times, their 

Equi-tainment performance 

times, and days and times they 

will appear in clinics, so the 

public can plan to see a Friesian in action. We set a step in front 

of the public stall for small children to step up onto, so as to get 

a better view of the horse inside and often help take a family 

photograph with a Friesian in the background. All of us who 

take horses to the expo bring friends to help man the FHANA 

booth. This year, in addition to booth help from MAFA members 

who brought horses, Mary Smith, Gloria Sipe, Jodi Van Sprang, 

Doug and Karen Smith, Julio and Jessica Mendoza, Jessica 

Gabler, myself, Sarah Small (PA) helped with the booth along 

with BarbaraAuchter (VA) who also photographed our horses. 

Because the Parade of Breeds is to be an educational 

demonstration highlighting the Friesian breed, politics are 

set aside and we do not exclude participants because they 

are neither FHANA nor MAFA members. Two years ago, 

one of our Parade of Breeds demos featured 18 Friesians in 

the arena at one time! What have made our performances in 

Harrisburg s d' · h · 
o outstan mg are our cooperat10n, co es1veness, 

and cama d · · h 

h
. ra ene, with everyone working to make each ot er 

s ine We t . . 
p · ry to include everything and everyone in our 

arade of B d · d' 
h ree s presentation. so each person in the au 1ence 

as someon W h e or something in our group they can relate to. 

e ave c d . 
ge ld ' overe the gamut of the sexes (stall1011s, mares, 

V ings fillie d ·1 d 
we · s, an colts) , of the di sc iplines (tra1 . ressage. 

Cla
stern, saddle seat. hunt seat and dri ving) of the spec ialty 

sses ( m • . ' ~ ' 
linin . us,cal ridden freestyles. lead line. costume. long 

g, tncks) a d f · · · ( I ' Id 
• 11 o part1 c1pant chronologica l ages c 11 ren. 

II I\ ,1 ·1 ,I ,1 'Ill I 

teenagers. yo ung adults. middle aged. and senior ci1 i1ens l. 

Discipline di vnsit y or the Friesian breed has al\l'ay~ been 

our Parade or Brel·ds. pn.:scntation thcme. In 20 13 our Parade 

or Breeds dressage rider was Doug Smith on 13cllatrix: Justin 

Mendoza and Dawson Smith shared lead line ride~ 0 11 E '>t her 

with Karen Smith walking along si de: western trail ,, a~ 
represented by Jess ica Gabler on ~3 year-old Hercules. " ·ho 

appeared in his third PA expo and under saddle fo r the fi rst time: 

Jodi Yan Sprang rode Maaestic Ster Friesian ·s stallion . Paul. in 

period costume~ Mary Sn~th. a new Friesian owner and MAFA 

member. rode Mandara quadrille: Gloria Sipe. a Harrisburg 

resident. and Octavia appeared in glitzy western show apparel 

and tack; saddle seat rider Cyndi Brumbaugh rode Dreams 

Come True Farm's Fancee: and Gail Aumiller dro,·e Sjaantje 

Top: Groom Angie Van Sprang 

rides with Gail Aumiller. driving her 

Tsjerk star mare, Sjaantje Sport. 

Photo credit: Barbara Auchter 

Photography 
Middle: Gloria Sipe riding her Jor­

rit mare, Octavia von Rey. Photo 

credit: Barbara Auchter Photog­

raphy 
Below: Jodi Van Sprang riding 

Majestic Ster Friesians· Feike star 

stallion, Paul of RF. Photo credit : 

Barbara Auchter Photography 
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I. 'The'Friesian 
. . I I Ii ·s daughter. . rrl'lge w11 l • m . I 

Sporl hitched to a prcscnlallon Gl ' • . 1. ·nrnnecs nlll • I ' , •kend pct ot Angie. ridinl.!. as groum tort ic \\CC . 1. ·1y Parade . - . . I , d ·by races. Out ( .11 . 
Jessie Gabler as nav1ga1or 1n t ir Cl • . .-d 1,11 111 us1cal I. M doz·1 s II ( c 
of Breeds grand finale was Ju 10 en ,, • t . - . . . . " 11 · Maurus Spor . trcestyle. Kan Mack1cw1cz s sl.i ,on. . , ·I "bition . p . d, ot Breeds ex 11 

When we enter the arena tor lhc ara c _ <l . breed . ccr rt:a s out we trot a kw laps to music. th t: announ ·ontinuc . - . I . ,. lion then we c 
characteristics and htstonca miorma · _ into . d" 'dually we move 
along the rail at a walk. Eventually. 111 ,v, '. vith b . -1· eo pertonnancc, 
the center oft he arena to give a nc cam -

1 
• · g our . . .b. I orsc and exp a111111 

an accompanymo scnpt dcscn mg our 1 
1 • me turnout Here is ~ne of the 2013 solo scripts: 'Please we c~- g · 

1. 'P 1 of RF' Represen 111 
the magnificent 2005 Star stal 1011, au · 

1 
. Pau I . . . . . G t ·11c Pcnnsy vanta, 

MaJest1c Star Fnesians 111 ran v1 , is owned and loved 
by the Smith family. 
With his luxurious 
looks, excellent 
conformation, and 
abundant flowing 
hair , Paul is the 
epitome of the 
Friesian breed and 
is ridden today in 
period costume by 
Harrisburg ' s Jodi 
Van Sprang, owner 
and trainer of "Ride 
With Expression.'' 

Participating at 
the PA Horse World 
Expo has become 
a trifecta win for 
MAFA members. 
Those of us , who 
take horses, do so not 
just to educate the 
equine community 
about our Friesians, 
but also for the well 
being of our horses 
and the opportunity 
for us to become 
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. . dll\Yll ror the nig.hl. 11 ·s always [:!, lllH.: wl11;11 lh. 1e1 . 
1.: , i:111 h :1, done nga1n. I 1· 1· . . .. 1 . ·e the schcdu e u c 1111c1:i11 !-,, their .1 .. 

/\S soon ,IS SC . . C 11111 ·• · • 
1 ·t ly thL:lll to SL:L: which arL: s111tabk li,r our I· __ -, •. :"hi 

·vents. s lit -
11 1.: , . 

c <l riders . Then I contact the expo inana,,i.: · ,,,,, ... 
wncrs, an 

.· . re, 111cnt . 
0 

. . . with a requL:st to bL: cons1dercu lor in .1 . "''Ii the cl 1n1cians 
c ll \ 1111 . . . .· m·iking sure to tell them that the horse w 1 ,,, 

their session. ' . . . . . llll\tl I . . . 1 that local horse parllc1pat1on 111 clinics is • lt.: 
a Fncsian .in( ' , . . .. , . . · " 1.: rt, , S ·times these arrangements <11c not ltnalt1.1.:d . \\ 1I Pleast:r. o111c . k . un1,1 , . I _ ,c and have lime to ta\ 111 person to thl: cli .. \1: 
get tot ,e vcm . . , . . - , I • . . 111 1.: 1;111 \• . . Pl)ortunities matcnaltzc on t 1c spot, which. , 
somet11nes o , b R . i, ht)1 d d J in Equi -tainmenl s Der y ace this year. v I en e . U\ I ol· past years, in 2013 our Fricsiuns ''"" Typ1ca . ' . . , _ . . '1•"e.ir1.:d I tthts event. This ye.1r MAf-A member Jou1 Vant· 
throug ,ou 

d I ·)Pr.ing ma c 1cr debut . . 
clinician and 11"s" . _ . lri.:1; ol our I· ncs,· ·,n . ' s .ind member s rod1; . 
I _ , 1) . 1 n ,er rcparing for 
Your I st Dress· . , . . ag1; Show scs• ,· · ~ on · Mary Smith GI .. ' ona Sip_e, und Doug 
Smith . Jod i al so 
participated in c.i1.:h 
or Clay Maier\ two 
long-lining clinics 
with Sjaantjc , rn y 
mare, and Mandara 
Mary Smith 's rnare·. 
Doug Smith and his 
mare, Bellatrix, rode 
in Robert Dover \ 
dressage clinic, and 
I drove my rnare , 
Sjaantje , in Curt 
Pierce 's advanced 
cones and obstacles 
clinic. Julio Mendoza 
exhibited stallions 
I van and Maurus 
in daily dre ssage 
freestyles , as well 

better horsemen. We look forward to being inside in a heated environment in the middle of winter for 5 days, so we can give our horses much needed baths and get in 5 consecutive days of good exercise! But the icing on the cake is being able to get ourselves and our horses into many of the clinics as demonstration riders and horses, giving us the chance to learn from world class trainers, and the audiences another opportunity to see Friesian horses and witness their trainability. 

as in several acts Friday and Saturday night in Theatre Equus. a scripted and choreographed entertaining equine revue. This year's very popular Equi-tainment, a daily hour of equine entertainment, featured Julio riding Ivan in a musical freestyle and myself and Sjaantje, joining three Fjords in a Derby Race through a driving obstacle. I didn't have the right carriage, and my horse wasn't the fastest , but she certainly was the prett! e51. and we had so much fun! I had never been in an arena in tront of a crowd that roared, cheered, and applauded my performance By the last day Sjaantje no longer felt she needed to nen ousl_\ 

:n 

We also make it enjoyable for our horses, taking them for exerc ising walks up and down the aisles through the barn area. and making sure there is an abundance of apples. carrots, bananas. and mints for their enjoyment. One special thing \ do is hide an apple. carrot, or banana in Sjaantje·s stall after it has been picked up in the morning, and again after bedding 

d . · f I cro11 cl , 
ance and pop up from the deafen mg noi se o t 1e approval. 

. 
. ear ·dter 

I would caution not doing the same presentation Y '. 
vear 1c1, t 

year, because many of the public attendees come every , 

-----
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see Fries ians and deserve a new exhibition Yes I I b 
to . . . . · , 1ave een 

driving SJaa ntJe m the Parade ofBree?s for the past 4 years, but 

each year we have stepped up our carnage presentation b . 

I · I d · d·t·c: yusmg 
different ve 11c es an wearing a 1 1erent hat and jacket each 

day. A nice to~ch for your '.arade of Breeds turnout is adding 

a championship or a blue ribbon to your turnout beca 1 ' . , use t 1at 
makes your presentation pop. Neck ribbons work 11 . very we 

and othe r style ribbons can be worn on the bridle or th ·d , 
' . en er s 

boot. For ca rnages, they can be attached to the rein rail. This 

Past year. during one of our four Parade of Breeds I I d , 1ear an 

excited young boy say, "Look Mommy, at all the ribbons that 

horse won ." My smile got even bigger! 

MAfA takes its Friesian message lo the stable ai·ca t 
• ' , · <., 00, 

being fri endly, offering others help, and sharing stories and 

equipment , as well as encouraging other expo participants and 

workers lo come meet our horses. We also share our horses, so ii 

is 11 0 1 unusual for us to arrange for other exhibitors to take their 

fi rst ride on a Friesian or for us to ride a different breed horse. 

I clea rl y remember one year Julio trying side saddle riding on 

a Tennessee wa lker and then his taking a ride on a draft horse. 

Definitely entertaining! 

While at the Expo, there 's certainly not time to go out to eat, 

and I don't even like to leave the stable or booth area to eat in 

the ve ndor area, so I take a bit of ex tra effort and organize daily 

meals fo r everyone in our group to enjoy. Each ofus contributes 

ilen, s to the ' kitchen ' and shares in the smorgasbord of food we 

se rve. We bring donuts drinks snacks fruit and vegetables and 
h , , , 

ave_a hot dish each day. This past year Doug Smith cooked 

u? hrs deli cious pull ed pork for bar-b-que sandwiches and 

Gloria Sipe made her Pennsylvania Dutch chicken potpie. 1 was 

ti ckled that Clay Maier had reme mbered how good my chuck 

wa b d ·r I 
gon cans were from the previous yea r, when he aske 1 

Wo uldb . _ · · 1 d 'd king 
e servmg them aga in thi s year! I certain Y 1 · ma 

: double batch , and ha ve to remember that in 2014 it needs to 

ca triple batch! 

Expect to put in long days at an ex po and a ll ow fo r a move in , 

tra1n 1ng h ·h· I out 
· · at mg, and desens itization day. Get your ,orses 
rntothea . • d ' gs 
I rena, so they 1.!~ l co mfortable with those surroun 111 · 

grab my p 11 · ~ I d va lk n1 y 
h are r ca rro t ~li ck and tnck. and I ,an ' 
orse aro d I . I t p and 

1 
un tie c: xhi hi1 io11 arena a ll ow rng 1er to s O • 

<>uc h ' spo k • . · d ,orkin" 
· 0 Y th1 11 ;.r " ;i nd ir we have a melt ow n, '"' i:, 

--------

Top: Gail Aumiller driving her Tsjerk star mare, Sjaantje Sport, to a 

Kuhnle Presentation Carriage. Photo credit: Barbara Auchter Photog­

raphy 
Left: Mary Smith riding her Teade mare, Mandara ISF. Photo credit: 

Barbara Auchter Photography 

Opposite Page: Jessica Gabler riding her 3 year-old Erik gelding , 

Hercules DCTF. Photo credit: Barbara Auchter Photography 

her through it, being cognizant and respectful that there could 

be other horses and riders nearby. Later we tack up and ride, 

again with the purpose of becoming comfortable in the arena. 

At Harrisburg we must have our booth manned from noon to 8 

pm on Thursday; IO am to 8 pm Friday; 9 am to 8 pm Saturday, 

and 9 am to 5 pm on Sunday. When you figure in your barn 

chores, twelve-hour days are the norm, and if you catch the 

Theatre Equus evening performance, it becomes a wonderful 

fifteen-hour day filled with equestrian activities! 

The 2013 Harrisburg expo featured nearly 400 vendors, 

so shopping is something that must be worked into our busy 

schedule. After completely missing out on shopping one year. 

I learned to do it at the end of set up day or the morning that 

the expo opens at noon . You have the pick of merchandise and 

no crowds to slow you down . 

By the end of Harrisburg expo, both horses and owners are 

completely ex hausted, but elated with the many opportunities 

to share our beloved Friesians with the rest of the equestrian 

community. I know I smile all the way home thinking about 

my excellent adventures! Mary Smith said, "Not onl y am I 

brand new to the Friesian world. th is was my first ever EX PO 

experience . The other MAFA people in our group were very 

supporti ve. I was amazed at how popular the breed is. Th.e 

booth was always busy and there were always loud cheers nnd 

banks of photo fla shes goi ng off during the Parade of Breeds ... 

One last thing - don ' t forget to document yo ur FH ANJ\ 

Chapter member parti cipant s, horses. dntcs. nnd events th~y 

appear in. so when Ncwember (a 111:\\' Ju~ da te ror 20 I J) n,mcs 

around and those Chapin of the Year forms ;irl' due. yo u ha,·e 

all that inlomiation handy. -

:tl 
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