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Together with the developments in the 125-year old history of the Studbook, the Stud farms also changed
and adjusted to the ever-changing circumstances of an International Studbook. We’re not talking about a few
mares that are bred within a radius of 20 kilometers or so. Semen flies around the world, cooled or frozen,
and the descendants of one stallion can be born at the end of the road, or at a breeder’s farm thousands of
miles away in Australia or Chili. And who can tell how long it will be before frozen embryos fly back and forth

over the ocean, as we do with Holstein-Friesian cows.

The Real Stuff

Al (artificial insemination), Sperma Win Station (station
where semen is collected), TNB (total number of sperm cells
with normal form and good motility) are all familiar expressions
1o breeders, yet ten years ago few people knew what they meant.

In the beginning of the Studbook, a mare just went to the
stallion when she was in heat, and she was bred in the old
fashioned, natural way. The stallion would normally stand at
stud with his owner and he serviced the mares that were within
“walking distance.” At the start of the 20th century, Approved
stallions often belonged to a stallion association, and the
stallions would stand at stud at a stud farm. Friesland, and for
a short while, Groningen and Drenthe as well, had several
stallion associations. In 1885 the “Stallion Association
Doniawerstal” purchased the stallion Graaf Adolf 21 and put
him at stud in Huisterheide, where Studfarm “De Oorsprong”
(the Origin) was established not long afterwards. The number
of stallion associations declined during World War I, yet the
stallion keepers started to operate more independently, and even
after World War I1, new stallion associations were established.
Stallion Association “Kollumerland and Surroundings™
(established in 1947) was active far into the 1980’s. Over the
years, eighteen Friesian stallions have been put at stud in the
region by this association.

Innkeeper

Often a stallion keeper was also an innkeeper. The stud farm
in Nijtap was also a cafe’. The Obscurant-son, Wouter 162,
stood at stud at the stud farm/cafe” in downtown Akkrum and
the influential stallions, Ritske perferent, Tsjalling and Wessel
preferent, owned by Anne Jippes Bouma, were stabled behind
the cafe’ near the bridge in Oldeholtwolde for years. In later
years stallion keepers also did business as horse traders.

After World War I most of the Friesian stallions stood at stud
in Friesland. Farmers still used horses to work the fields.
Breeding was often done in between work on the farm. Frits de
Jong from Tjerkgaast, stallion keeper in the new era, remembers
that as a young boy he had to take the mare to the stallion
before work began for the day. Sometimes he would saddle the
neighbor’s mare and ride to the stallion. He would leave home
at 8:00 a.m. and return at 3:00 p.m.

Rules and Regulations

Today stallion keepers must comply with many requirements,
from the layout of a laboratory and the quality of the sperm to
the maximum allowed number of breedings and more. But don’t
think everything was done off the cuff in those first years of
the Studbook! Stallion keepers were regulated even in those
days. In 1901 the first “Horse Breeding Law” became effective.
An Approved stallion couldn’t be kept at the same location as
a stallion that wasn’t approved. This law was revised in 1918
and eventually led to the Horse Law in 1939 during World War
1T, which required owners to apply for a permit to keep a stallion.
The implementation of the law became the responsibility of
the various Studbooks. It was illegal to keep stallions of a
different breed on the same cadastral plot of land. For
convenience’s sake, Friesians and Bovenlands (northern horses)
were counted as the same breed (warmblood), but the Belgian
was considered another breed (coldblood).

On the Studfarm of Wiebe van der Vlugt in Nijtap. the cold
blood stallion had a stall in the streetcar shelter. It stood only
ten meters from the main buildings. but happened to be a
different cadastral plot. Maybe the law came into being to
prevent the violation of another law - that is. the ban on
crossbreeding,
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