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Text by Cindi Spear 
for the Northeast Friesian Horse Club 

It is easy to be swept away by the beauty and majesty of a 

Friesian horse and before you know it, you own your very own 

Fries ian ! The purchase of a Friesian should be a happy and 

exci tin g time. Unfo rtunate ly, just as with any significant 

purchase. there can be unpleasant outcomes if you are not an 

infonned and educa ted buyer. 

Li s ted be low is some basic in formation to consider before you 

purchase yo ur f-ries ian. Some of thi s information comes from 

the FHANA \,·ebs ite . and some from our own members' 

e"perience and input. This is by no means all inclusive and 

yo u arc strongl y encouraged to re\·iew the FHAN A webs ite 

fo r add itional information on the Fries ian breed. as well as 

regi s try Rules and Regulations (1rnwJha11a.co111) . 
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Ten-year old Briana Cavett communes with 7-year 
old Thetman B. Thetman 1s owned by Briana's Mom 
Darlene, of Ohio. Photography by Barbara Rice/ Ric~ 

Photography. 

First of all, it is important to protect yourself! Know that it is 

okay to ask the seller questions. In fact, yo u should probabl y 

ask a lot of questions. If the seller isn ' t able to answer questions 

about the breed or the actual horse, that may te ll you something 

about the seller 's know ledge and expertise with thi s uniq ue 

breed. It is also a good idea to ask for references and be sure to 

check them! Thi s w ill give you ins ight as to how the sell er 

conducts business and how effective ly they deal with problem~. 

Ask abo ut the hi story of the ho rse. What kind of training ha\ 11 

had? What has it done/bee n used for? Can you speak to ti, 

horse·s tra ine r? Are the re any past injuries or ill nesses. a, 

medications or supplements that the horse requires' 1 These tyr· 

of questions not on ly give you added in sight into the horse. I· 



. . I not otherwise find might help unco,·c-r i11lo rmat1on you inig 11 . the horse's out until it is too l;1te . Ask to sec a copy ~I . 
1
-011 such . . . , ti , ti c::ite mtonna 1 · · rcg1stn1t1on ccrt1ficatc . 'I ou can au 11.: 11 • . · the . . , by v1cw111g ::is the ::inc. breed11H!. studbook statu~. <.:I C. . • • • • '=' - f the hnc:11 sco1 c ccrtilic::itc. You e::111 also ask to sec a copy~ t·t 'r the . I . . I ' . I -, ~,·stt .. ·•t1011 p::111crs a c slH•cf wh1e 1 1s prov1c cu wit 1 new 1q;. u . horse h;1s been to hi s/her three year old inspection. 

d . 1- 1 1 have a stallion Keep in mind that it is extremely 11 ,cul O ' · ' d approved for breedin1! - there arc approximately 75 ap_prove breeding stallions in tl1e world today. If someone is telltng you - • . ·d . "know that a co lt or young horse is a '"perfect stallton candi ate. . that it has as oood a shot as any other horse and there is certamly "" . dli · b d· 1o Thesame no !,.'11arantee the horse will be approve ot ree 11 
_e, •. can be said for a horse going for star - whether ii ts a mare, gelding or stallion - there are no guarantees. 

When purchasing a Friesian horse, it is strongly suggeSI~~ to negotiate conditions of the sale and document them in wntmg. This Bill of Sale should be signed and dated by you and the seller and can help to protect you should something go awry with the process. If the seller presents their own bill of sale, know that you can negotiate the tenns. Don' t sign it if you don ' t agree with it! 

Some things to consider as part of the agreement: • Description of the horse, including the studbook status (i .e. 
foalbook, star, model , etc .) 

•Deposit - if one is required include how long it is refundable? Be sure to obtain a receipt for your deposit. • Price - Purchase price of the horse. Is anything else included (i .e. tack, etc.)? If there is a payment plan, spell out 
the tem1s of payment. 

• Microchip - include the microchip number of the horse for 
identification purposes. 

• Guarantees - if the seller guarantees ANYTHING get it in 
writing. 

Which Register 
Foalbook 
Studbook 
Studbook w/Star, etc. 

Gender 
Merrie (Mare) 
Hengst (Stallion) 
Ruinen (Gelding) 

Registration 
# 

Color (Zwart= Black) 
Markings (Geen= None) 
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• Conditions o f Sale - things that must happen in order ror the snlc to go through . such ns c lean x- raysivel exams. e tc. • Training - is there any training included? What is the duration and what will be covered? 

Finally. it is always wise lo actually sec the horse in person . Don ' t rely on pictures alone! Bring a knowl edgeabl e horse person with you, too . 

The KFPS Registration Certificate 
Registration Certificates are provided at various times : 

I . Birth Announcements are provided upon notification of the birth of a foal and will be used as part of the trans fer of ownership process should a foal be sold before attending the inspection. These are turned in to receive the Certificate. 

2. When a foal is registered for the first time, typically after attending the annual inspection when he/she is presented next to the dam. 

3. When an adult horse receives a new status at an inspection (i.e. makes star or higher at three years of age or older). 

4. When ownership of the horse is transferred. 

The Registration Certificate is strictly a statement that a specific horse has a recognized pedigree and the privilege of being entered in the official worldwide registry of the KFPS. It has no specific rights or privileges in conjunction with i.t , and i.s not, in itself, a proof of ownership. Buyers should obtain a properly executed Bill of Sale from the Sellers for this purpose. The Registration Certificate is not the property of the horse owner and can be withdrawn by the KFPS or FHANA for justifiable cause. The ce1tificate must be returned to FHANA upon the death of the horse. 

The Registration Certificates are always presented in Dutch. 

Microchip 
# 

Birthdate -
In European 
Order 

Premiums Awarded 

Inbreeding 
Coefficient 

Registered 
Name 

Breeder 

Owner when issued 

Ownership transfers 

KFPS Logo & Signature 



I... •' I/tr·. </lli:11i I// 

Buying A Ff'i,, ·, 
vSl,ln Horso · Continuod ... 

Y,111 111:1\ h1."11· th · I l 
• · ' •' :, ll1r:-1.• has "1\111 p111wrs " l'h,~ 111,•1111~ 111111 
h,, \ 1:1.•1w1~1111,11~ th, l . · 1· , , I 

. . · · 1.11 111t1u 1111.·h11s:1lls111r. 111111kl11rp1,·k 11. 11 
111:1 r1.•s. I his is th , l , . . . . 

• ' I. \l\\1. I 111\ISt li111.· Ill lh1.• li1111d ~· tl'l'l' S1.'1'llllll , 

I he i111'11n11"1ti1,11 I''\ l I I . . . , I . 
. . · '' 11 1.\ 11.'I\' ,1 11st 11111\'lws llw 1111 ,,1 1hc ,,·c 11·1µ 111 tcn11s 111 tlw l\.'••ist ,, ,1· . . . , 

1 
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• c- • • •1111p11pcrs1111dl t1 1111l v h1 sl111·vp l 111111 s1. . 
\ ''" llHl\' h1."11· th,. , · , I ' • . ' I ' ' 

· • 11!:!s ,I 111111 11111th1.· r 11111.·s , 1111d wh11.·h 111111 1u 
l11ws 'II\' h1.•tt 'r ti I . · 

· • . l inn 111 wrs. 1.'k. The1\' 111\' hnnks whirh n,1111 1111 
th1.• 1Hal'\.' 11111.· s • \/ , · . . ) / / 
, • ,. < rr1t'M11mtt11•11 I 1111 lier /•)·it•st' J•,11ml I 1•1• 

,\:l>l'c'/llwR•;,.111·t··) ·· ll l l 11 · (/)·,·•,·,• ,_ ' · ' '- ~ ., •,IS\\\' :ts I le :tppl'\l\'l'\ SIU 11111s ' I , 
8t,u1th,·ng.,·1,•11 Dt•t•I I,~ l>c•t'/ l, by h-lk1.· l>ijkstrn) 11llll lh1.•y 
1.·an b1.• IH1rd1ns , l ti I l · · · I · · ·I 

· l\ 1n11g 1 a 111111111.•r ol 1.·utuh1g111.· 11 1\l 111ll·1111. 
s1.1111\.' 1.'s as wdl as tht\111gh th1.• KFPS , 

As y1., u 1.·an s1.·e. there is n lot tn k11nw und 11111krst:111d ublllll I ill' 
b1.':1util'ul f riesian horse! Take th1.• ti1111.• to d11 )'ll ll l' hrn111:wurk 

and ask qucstil111s bdnrc maki11g s11d1 a vn lunhk purch:1s1.·. We ~ 
wish y1.H1 mud1 luck 1.111 yo11r s1.•arrh for ym1r dt\':1111 Fril·si:111! 

CinJi Spear is :1111cmb1.'r 1.1 1'thc Northeast Fri csi:1111 lorsc Club. 
Th1.' l'1.1ntact information for the Club is 1111 thei r wcbsit1.· at 
11 ·11 ·11:111:fhc.rnm. They welcome your questions. 

Photograph right : Gail Aumiller & Thomas Heverin with Heidi 
for the "first sit." Photograph by Gail Aumiller of Dreams Come 
True Farm, Carlisle, PA. 
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EQUINE INSURAN' :E 

• Mortality & Theft 
• Major Medical or Surgical 

Personally Serving All Your 
Horse Insurance Needs Since 1981 

• Infertility 
• Farm & Ranch Policies 

Competitive Rates 
with "A" Rated 

Domestic ♦ Equine Liability . . . 
• Trainers & Instructors L1ab1hty Companies 

800-230-8384 
www.kaycassell.com 
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♦ IMMEDIATE BINDING ♦ ♦ 
♦ PREMIUM PAYMENT pLANS 
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