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UPWARD BUILD 

H nrscs with an upward build have an advnntnge in sports. 
No~ onl y do they have more presence. they also find ii 

. eas ier In carry their weight on the hindquarters. As the 
say1!1B goes, that is when.: the engine is. The reason for the 
prclerrcd ,. I b ' Id · . . . 11P" ,m u1 1s described 111 the KFPS Brt:ed1ng 
Goal · "A I, · · , . · l,mnomously. lunct1onally. evenly. and upwardly 
bu iii horse ~vith a long lon:arm and not too heavy in the body." 
~ horse with an upward build has an uphill body. The direction 

o l t~i~ body is defined by the length or the cannon bone, the 
position ol'the foreleg in relation to the body, and the angles in 

1 This horse has an upward build and 
therefore scores more than average 

on direction of the body. Credit: Jesca 
T.A .. Ster owned by Jill Clayton. Photo · 
by Marilyn Merrick©. 

the point oft he shoulde r. 13y drawing an imaginary line 
1 

I. . f I b d ' b . l 1rou111 thehorsc's body 1hc(lrect1 ono t1c o y s u1ld can bc 1 .. c:- 1 

. . . d b r: d' c elincu This imag111ary line 1s rawn Y 1111 mg the ccnier fr · 
. I . d . d orn the 

groin to the top ol the pc vis. as ep1cte by the yell · o,, hn, 
and the blue dot. Next, draw a line through the body ft 

. . . I h bl orn th~ horse 's sternum, tntersectmg wit 1 t e ue dot , as shov. . . 
1. . n b\ 

the green line. The 1magtnary green tne 1s compared with · 
· 1 · h I th b d I . . the horizontal white met roug 1 e o y. t 1s important to c . . . n,ure 

the horse 1s standing on level ground . By do mg th is v oL 
• , 1 can 

define the degree of the upward build of the horse . 

nnnn 
2This horse has a downward bui~d and_srore~ 

lower than average on dirccuon ot bt,d). 

Photo by Connie Louthen©. 
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