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C. JARVIS INSURANCE AGENCY 1Nc. 

- PROVIDING EQUINE. LIABILITY. RANCH AHO FARM INSURANCE SINCE 19&& 

FIRE SAh IN HORSE BARNS 

~ 0st ba?1 fires are preventable. We hang up a "no smoking" sign and figure we've done all we can to protect our horses and 

fi
ams. foe prevention begins wi1h an understanding of how fire starts and keeps burning. Just as we need oxygen so docs a ire and m ap · 

1 . • t 
11 

· . proximate y the same amounts. The air we breathe 1s 1wenty-one percent oxygen. If the level of oxygen should 3 b
1
elow sixteen percent. there is not enough oxygen to support life. nor is there enough to support combustion Our barns usua ly de · . ~- . . · " signed to provide good ventilation. will permit a contmuous supply of oxygen to a fire . 

Knowing fire-pro · · · · I " Ii ·f I · ~ pagallon requirements enables you to m1mrmze c 1ances ,or a ire to start, so I you arc p annmg to construct a new barn fir · ' k " d I I · ~ b b . ' c prevention should begin with the initial sketches. Don t ta ·e ,or grantc t iat your arc utcct or professional am u1lder o d · · _ th r general contractor will be familiar with fire safety codes an construction requirements as they apply to stables ey should b t , · u many, especially small local barn builders. don I. 

All barns r'g di f h. I ·1 ·bt in · · ~~ar css of size should h • ·mum of two exits. both o w 1c 1 arc eas1 y access1 c and have no impedi -ents to the· . . • - ave a 1111111 d Th ir immediate use. Th t · d 't II doorways or isles to become storage areas: oors should never be blocked. e common 
I a 1s. on a ow . h . 3 .. , 24 , 1 . . .. ho rue for the numb f . . 

1 12 horses 2 exits· 12-24 orscs. exits. -.>6 1orses. 4 exits and lS-50 rses. s to 6 . er o exits 1s: up o · · · · · h • h • 1 d • · out ·d : ex us. Ideally th f hould allow you to lead a orse mto t e 1s e way an then directly to the s, e 1n a stra· h . • ese means o egress s . . ' ig t hne. 

For those of u h . . . . d - r· most . s W o have "inh • d" 
1 

•. much we can do to m1111m1ze errors 111 cs1gn. rm: prevention. for the pan con • entc our barns t 1ere 1s . · · ti " b ·id · · -propa .· sists of pract" h . ·. · d 
11 •1 day-to-day basis to mamtam a irc-sau: ui 111g. Knowmg tire gation requ · · ices. t at 1s . the thmgs we o O ' • . 

1 
d·· ~ irement • ·1i t fi ,nss1blc iazar ~-s wi 1elp you to keep an eye out or ~l -
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Fir~ Safety 0 1,.1ng ruk. 
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. . II .:11 1,ir• • ca, in J barn . 
Ob, 1ously. the most common source ol heal is nn open name-a nrn1ch. S1r1ngcn { ~111.,~ ini; ar 

not Just by posting signs. but by fim1l y 1cllin11 a smoker 10 rc~rain There arc no sa c • c, cr llcnt 
e- · . ba rn 1~ • 

. . , a clean _ . long whi ch 

Cl I. . I b . . . . d nra1n1ng I \'ays ,, . 
can mess 111 t 1c am requires m11111nal effort if you keep up wirh ir. an ma1 . ·llcnt r at 11 

1 r. Ffarning 

fi re prolcction. Get rid of cobwebs hanging from 1hc raners: cobwebs provide .:~c~e banl tu the_ 01 : u ha, c hay 

llamc can tra vel- so quickly that in seconds fire will have spread from one encl 01 11 ~cpl up. unJ I f Y ,h and ~tJrt 

pieces of C
0

obwebs falling inro slall will slart new fircs . Keep loose hay ~ml sl~II' ~:ay can druP ihuug 

drops. don I pcn1111 loose hay to hang over the edges: like cobwebs, narn111g hrls of 

other fire s. . is determined ihat 

• . . . osc where 11 • • . e I any load 
Bactenal and chemical ac11ons arc blamed for a grcal many fires particularly th · . ·s to nol a,c PaJf; I" ha y 

h Ii , . . · • . ·gnirron 1 . d a ,a . 
I e ire started 111 a slack of hay. The bes1 preventive measure for spontaneous 1 ·d Clover an In a 

f h h · 1 t · · cncrall.: · · problem. 
o ay I at ts not comp etc y cured. srnce during the curing process heal rs g b·ect to 1h15 k • · 

· · · ft n su ~ · tac mg in 
seem to be pamcularlv prone to incomplete curing and first-culling alfalfa rs O e Tl c only thing k • 
- k • . . · ,0 rk. 1 f ihe stac rs 
~,ac_ of uncured hay two fire propagation requirements - fuel and heat- arc at '' , the edge 0 

ffi . . . • e t,c,ore " the gencr-
su c1ent quantity 1s oxygen. The hay may smolder unno1iced for quite some urn . • means ,or 

h d . d there is " 
reac e . When that happens. and oxygen 1s suddenly available in abundance an 

ated heat to escape, you have a full-blown fire on your hands. . . . 
d in conduit: ,1 rs 

M. f I · · · h · · · h uld be enclose · electric 
1suse o e ectnctty 1s anot er maJor cause of fires. All electrical winng s O , ur incoming 

probably a requirement of your city's building code. If you are planning a barn. locate _)
0 

nusable. 

supply away from any doorways so a fire occurring at the main panel will not make an exit u -

• Lightening rods are your best protection against Mother Nature's electricity. 

. . . . . rosene heaters. electric 

• The maJor concern wtth electnc1ty on a day-to-day basis, is with por1able appliances. Ke 

-
' 

•· , . 

heaters. and infrared lights, are the biggest single cause of barn fires today. 
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. . , d orowing close to the 
Fire prevention cannot be neglected outside the barn. Destroy II ee, s f our astures front 

barn and keep all pastures mowed to lessen the danger of brus~ fir~s. 1. \ i: d against 

on a road, it's a good idea to leave a barren strip about fifleen teet tn wtdt to guar ~ 
.. . ( I fires resulting from carelessly tossed cigareltes. 

'[1; • . . .. ,. ,.,. 
· · , ry to keep 

Gasoline-powered vehicles should be stored away from the barn. but rt 1s ncci.:ssa ·I ,. ; ,J ,. 
·, , ,.,. 

- 1hcm close by. they should be parked a minimum of fifteen feet away fron! any Slructurcs 

housing animals. Farm equipmenl and rrailers. also. should be parked some dtstan~e from the 

barn so that debris docs not collec1 behind equipment. It's amazing how many items can be "stored" under or behmd seldom 

used farm equipment. Those items provide excellent fuel. 

It's frightening 10 consider that a fire mighl start when no one is home or near rhe barn. so an alerting syslem tied through 

phone lines to a monitoring station can bring great peace of mind. The fire department will be nolified immediately. even 

if you are unavailable. 

An intercom system can be helpful when you are al home. Whal you will hear is sounds of "could be" horse difficulty. 

in1ruders, frightened neighs. An intercom system docsn'1 have 10 be elaborate or expensive. It is a valuable instrument for 

"seeing" your barn when you're in your house. 

• Fire suppression - the action taken to extinguish a fire- is ofte~ limited in barns because of the high combustibility level of 

the contents and_ bec~use as soon as the fire cleparlment rs notified, evacuation must proceed if it is not already underway. 

Portable fire extmgurshers are a must 111 a barn and they should be of the ABC type. The range and time of effectiveness 

in ~e use of a fire exlinguisher is relatively shorl, however, they may be the device that at least contains the fire until help 

amvcs. 

• 

Post written emergency infonnation at each phone. This infonnation should include written directions 10 th " .
1
. d 

. c ,ac, rty an a 
list of commonly kept combusubles. 

If you do have a barn fire, don't put yourself or someone else in danger. Think about your actions first . 

An evacuation plan should be discussed with all horse handlers in your barn. They should be familiar with II 
b 

should practice walking from each stall to the nearest exit. Horses must be led out in case of fire or confi 1~ am layout and 

return to their slalls. Beside each stall door hang the occupants halter with a lead rope snapped to it : ti , use · w,11 attempt lo 
. . . . d. . le middle of Ii . 

time to be huntrng for equipment. Ideally. horses should be led some ,stance away and securely tied. a ire IS no 
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. 1,11 n tm: era . • 1 · 
1 gurdanrc and 111fonn .1lh1n . Contn.i the <1llr u: r " ' '1'<'11 ' 1 < N < 

~ r u:~k him l>rh ..:r to help ).n~• IJl ,c, ,I u:i1~n~ your han1 \ fire , :i kt~ k, cl If )<1u hdnng ir, .1 mlt ng clul'>. :l -11 < i'.•~~r-"' ,,~~tr 
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:1 1r.i1n

1 
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IN CASE OF FIRE 

REMAJNCALM 

SURVEY THE SCENE 

CALL 111 OR 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 

EVACUAnON 

YOUR SOURCE FOR EQUINE PROTECTION AND FARM AND RANCH INSURANCE 

For More Information Call: 

C. Jarvis Insurance Agency 
33755 Station Street 
Solon, Ohio 44139 

Tel: (440) 248-5330 Fax: (440) 248-8737 
info@jarvisinsurancc.com or visit us at http://www.jarvisinsura.ncc.com 

\ ,_ ~utc~f telb ~arm r•::. 
i '\~'t ···~ jJressage Trainingfg~ You,rFries. Ian , . . _ , . ... . _ ~- .. _ • _ 

I ~t _. · l 

I ~t, ' ·, '· f . , · l~f-
~ Frlesians acceptii/ or: 
* Ge~tle and careful starting of young horses 
* Systematic dr~e-training thru the levels 
* Preparation forl.B.O.P. 
* Select dres.sage Friesians for sale 

Jeanette van Mill 
* On-site owner, 23-acre quality 

trai II inglboardillg faci/i ty 
* 25 years experience training, teaching 

and competing. 

* 1985 graduate - The Dutch Equestrian College 

Phone: 9l0-281-4442 Cell: 910-215-4845 
Email: info@dutchfieldfarm.com 
www.Dutchfieldfarm.com 
Aberdeen, North Carolina 
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