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Does Linear Scoring Lead Into
A Sport Index?
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The Friesian Horse Studbook, FPS, is researching the
connection between exterior and sport aptitude. The first part
is the search for a connection between linear scoring and the
ABFP tests. Then the stallion sport indexes that are in the works
will be covered.

At the age of three or four years old, a mare receives a linear
score at an inspection. On that day, a moment in time is recorded
of the exterior and the movement. The judging data is entered
into the computer and processed annually into the indexes of
the studbook stallions. The owner receives a copy of the linear
scoring form in the mail. He/she can use the information on

the stronger and weaker points of the mare when choosing a
stallion.

The Treasury of the Studbook

Ofall judged Friesian horses, about 10% are presented for an
ABFP test where movement and aptitude for riding, driving
and/or show driving is tested. The KWPN Dutch warmblood
breeders’ data shows a clear connection between the animals
that scored well in an aptitude test (EPTM: Eigen Prestatie Test
Merrie-Individual Achievement Test Mare) and their eventual
Sport achievements. If this would also prove to be strongly
related for our Friesian horses than we would have less time to
Wit for the data on the passing on of sport characteristics.

Before, the KWPN breeders had to wait for a reliable sport
index of a stallion until he was at least ten years old. After all.
only then can the data of the 4 to 6 year old offspring of the
stallion be published. Now the breeders can also choose from
the expected sport indexes; data for the younger stallions of 4
years old and parents that don’t have offspring yet. Back to the
multitude of data that has meanwhile been stored in the treasury
of the FPS.

A Noble Head Does Not Produce a Better Walk

After almost 1,300 ABFP tests, a computer was used to process
the obtained scores. The big question is: Is there a connection
between certain exterior characteristics and the movement and
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sport aptitude of a horse? In addition to the rating of breed
characteristics, such as expression of the head. hair and color.
there will also be a scoring of characteristics that are expected

to influence the purpose of the horse and the length of use of

the Friesian horse. Everyone can sce thata steep shoulder limits
the use of the front leg. But whether a long forcarm improves
on the roominess of the trot cannot be judged right oft the bat.
The marks for the exterior characteristics on the lincar scoring
form are combined with the ABFP test data to see if those may
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Translation and Explanation

Not everybody excels in reading and analyzing indexecs.
Therefore, the facts and conclusions that are sufficient are here
in brief. If you own a Friesian horse that is rated 30, 35, or 40
for a vertical neck on its scoring form, you stand a good chance
that this same horse scores high for the trot, driving test, show-
driving test, and willingness to work in the ABFP test. It’s the
same the other way around. A horse with a more horizontal
neck (a score of 20, 15 or 10) will have a bigger chance to get
a low mark for trot, driving test, show-driving test, and
willingness to work at the ABFP. For a horse with a sloping
shoulder (a score of 30, 35 or 40) you can expect high marks
for the categories trot, canter, riding test, driving test, and
willingness to work. It is a shame that the characteristics - width
of the loin, shape of the croup, and length of the croup - offer
predictions that are of little use. A horse with g long gaskin
muscle (a score of 30, 35 or 40) will most likely score wel| in
the trot and the show-driving test, which is hopeful.

Connection Lead Line and Test .

At the inspections it’s often questioned whether the walk ina
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For Those Who Want to Look Beyond Breeding
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