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DISASTER PLANNING
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Disaster Planning

: curre
The principal goal of the animal professions in the management of animals in disasters is todre::sc:'o:h;i::st:g t’}‘\:
and impact of common, local, and personal disasters, The underlying principle is that prepare :t e e that ity
oceur every day is the best preparation for extraordinary disasters. In this context, 1t 15 "“pomll oo AT BpEEpaTed
vidual animal owners have the greatest potential to protect their animals from disasters. Peopl€
and unable to take care of their own needs when disaster strikes will not be able to help others.

. his will make it easier to catch and

When disaster first threatens, horses should be rounded up immediately. T tions that should be

rescue them if necessary. Human safety should not be placed at risk to save horses. Other ac
taken when the threat of a disaster arises are the following:

) s ili ture.

I. All electrical appliances should be unplugged. If a light must be left on, 1t should be a gel\trs%b fl.:)ékert Z that

2. If water is not available from reliable troughs, it should be provided in large, heavy bo

cannot be tipped.

All flammable and poisonous chemicals should be secured. .

4. Ifthereisa danger of flooding, horses should be led to higher ground early. Often, hlgh_er grolundt(.:an be
reached only by first traversing low ground. Food and water should be available at the higher location.

w

* Horses cannot be transported across state lines or boarded in many places without a current nt_?gat“'e Coggms
test. Owners should keep copies of this test and other documents, such as registration, ownership, a"fj vaccina-
tion and medical records, in a safe place (such as a deposit box, household safe, or in a sealable plastic ba.g ina
freezer). If horses must be left behind, owners should have with them when they evacuate a sealgble plastic bag
with a photograph of the horses, copies of pertinent ownership and medical papers, and information abgut elec-
tronic or other animal identification. Horse thievery is a problem that horse owners faces on a daily basis across
the country, but it is a problem that is exacerbated by disaster and confusion. Taking time to identify animals
before an emergency strikes possibly could save the horse's life during a disaster.

* An owner also should make sure that whoever is caring for the horse knows where the owner can be contacted,
where the horse will be kept in case of evacuation, and what each horse's needs are likely to be (special medica-
tion etc.).

¢ Set up a "buddy system" of responsibility. If everyone on your farm were injured or kept away, would a
neighbor know how many horses you had on your property, how much to feed them, or how they were stabled?
Would someone besides yourself or your immediate family members be able to identify a horse as yours or
know if a horse were stolen or lost from your property?

¢ Horses should have leather halters and rope lead shanks, especially in transportation situations. Leather is more
likely to break under stress than nylon, and leather won't melt into a horse's skin in case of a fire.

o When horses are stressed, moved or mixed into new herds - such as might happen after an evacuation or when
free-roaming horses are caught after a natural disaster - common sense and horsemanship should prevail. Horses
should be kept in safe enclosures free of obvious dangers (nails, debris, wire, electrical hazards etc.) Smaller
groups of horses will be less likely to fight than horses in densely stocked pens or paddocks. ,

o A first aid kit §hopld be equipped and ready for immediate use. Your veterinarian can suggest the items for your
kit to personalize it to your horse's individual needs.

o Check your local power supply company to see what your farm's status is in th
age. Some rural locations are low priorities for power restoration. You might
generator to supply some of your needs.

o Needless to say, fire extinguishers are a must in barns, homes, and other buildings on your farm

€ event of emergency power out-
Wwant to consider the purchase of a

Preparing for the small-scale and everyday problems you might experience on the farm or away from the home is the
best means to be ready for large-scale disasters an'd av01_d getting into a situation where your needs outstrip your re-
sources. Establishing your own disaster plan, getting neighbors together to discy Py

. . SS 2 communj lan .
with local and state officials will ensure that not only are you and your family members Safetybﬁt y(.) :rn:o\:'s(;rskiﬂs
cared for as well.

Disaster planning starts now. And while it is hoped you will never need to yse

. N any of our .
one small personal disaster will make all the investment of thought, time, anq money woz hwhl;l/:ns, averting even

is i ? hould take. Ther,
This information only touches a few of Ihe_ steps you s e are many — ' .
formation that would be beneficial. There is a federal program called Nationq| Voluntary Oig':n‘;b;l:fn fu:hfr II.I"
Disasters (NVOAD) that reviews methods by which volunteer organizationg 8ather resources in:io’:akgltvhee:"

available to disaster victims.
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