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· din Breed Ideal Determine 
Breeding Goal 

. f the friesian 
During the years of the rapidly growing popularity 0 

. t of the breed 
horse people tirelessly continued with the amprovemen 
with the objective to breed a versatile horse, suitable for dressage 
under saddle but also for use in harness (driving and show driving), 
for combined driving or for people who would like to use the horses 
recreationally. In order to breed such an all-round horse the members 
of the KFPS determined a breeding goal. 
Text: Marja Teekens • Photos: Jacob Melissen , Translat ion : Anneke van den J]ssel 
The breed ideal has been determined as follows: 'a functionally and harmoniou sly built users' horse that possesses the Friesian breed characteristics, is healthy and vital , and has the aptitude to ach ieve in sport.' The breeding goal consists of the components: 1. Exterior and movement. 2. Use. 3. Vitality and 

health. The subcategories of these 
components are recorded in the 
breeding program as the selection 
criteria. 

Exterior and movement 
Exterior and movement is a collective name for the characteristics that fall 

Quantity versus qualit 
The demand for good Frie . 'Y s1an horses increased in a short _ . . Period of time, which breeding te h . 

c n1ca11 presented an enormous dan ~ . . ger. How can we mamtam the qu 
1
. any of the Friesian and rather even 

improve the quality with such a 
strong increase in popularity? 

under breed characteristics: conforrnation, legs , and movement. The breed 
characteristics of the Friesian horse are the characteristic head , front , ample 
hair, the black color, and the elevated gaits . The breed characteristics make the Friesian a luxurious and proud 
horse . The conformation relates to the horse's build. The studbook likes to see a harmoniously, functionall y, proportionally, and upward built horse with along forearm that is not too heavy in mass. We strive to have the horse 
stand in a square in which the proportions between fron t , middle, and 
hindquarters is 1 : 1: 1. The legs of the 

Ude de Haan with France fan de Butewei (s. O/of 3 I 5). 

.... ,_ Both a dressage and driving horse bene fi t (ro m active hind legs that 
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come under the bodv to carrv the horse . 
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is the most desirable. Examples of 

such characteristics are: s hape of the 

back, conformation of the front legs 

and hind legs. 

Maxintum characteristics Characteris

tics for which goes the higher the better, 

e.g., expression of the face, expression 

in movement, etc. Or characteristics for 

which the desired is clearly above 

average, such as slope of the shoulder 

and shape of the croup. The collection 

of all this information gives the stud

book the possibility to determine the 

pattern of what a stallion passes on. 

This is reflected in the breeding values 

for exterior. These breeding values are 

used by breeders to determine the right 

combination for their mare. Breeding 

va lues are calculated every year for all 

approved studbook stallions approved 

on offspring and are also published 

annually by the studbook. 
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The linear score form gives an impression of the exterior of the horse. For every charac

teriStic the desired score boxes are shaded in gray. 

tics p lays an important role. The char

acteristic trot, e.g., consists next to 

the linear characteristi cs length in 

trot, expression in trot, balance, and 

suppleness also of, e.g., rhyth m in 

trot . The rated characteristics are 

rated from 3 th rough 9. 

Use 
Friesian horses are used in various 

d isciplines in sport. They are among 

other discip lines shown in dressage 

under sadd le, show driving, driving, and 

combined d rivi ng. Friesians are used 

from the recreational level all the way 

up to the highest levels of competition. 

The objective for use of the horse within 

the breeding goal is to improve sport 

aptitude. Condition for this is tha t the 

easy personality of the Friesian horse is 

maintained so that the horse will for 

certain also remain suitable for recrea

tional use. The Friesian horse is a much 

used and versatile horse because of its 

easy personality, will ingness to learn, 

and impressive and elegant prese nce . 

Given the many different disciplines 

there is room within the breeding goal 

for special ization without splitting up 

the breeding efforts in different direc

tions. The demands that are put on a 

show driving or dressage ho rse namely 

really do not differ that much . In both 

disci p li nes we stri ve for a medium 

heavy, long legged horse that is built 

upward, with a long forearm and strong 

hindq uarters . Both disciplines benefit 

from active hind legs that come under 

to carry the horse. But there are, of 

course , s light differences , e.g . the p os i

tion of the neck. A dressage horse bene

fit s more from a less vertical neck set 

than does a show-dri vi ng horse . In order 

to improve the position of the Friesian 

horse in sport h igh demands are placed 

on the characte ristics that together 

determine sport aptitude: movement, 

exterior (co nformation), stamina, char

acter (willing to work and sociable), 

durabi li ty, and health. 

Vitality and health 

The dema nds that are placed on the 

horses, especially in the interest of 

breeding, serve to improve the vi talit y 

and health of the Friesian breed . The 

KFPS wants to have a vita l horse, 

meaning a durable and healthy ho rs e . fn 

addition ferti lity of s talli o ns and m a res 

is an import a n t topic. The thi rd focus is 

that the studbook wan ts to pre\ ·e nt 

hered itary defec ts. These th ree foca l 

po ints toge th e r a re determi ning for 

vita lit y a nd health . • 
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