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Breeding Goal

During the years of the rapidly growing popularity of the Friesian
horse People tirelessly continued with the improvement of the breed
With the objective to breeq a versatile horse, suitable for dressage
under saddle byt also for use in harness (driving and show driving),

for combined driving or for People who would like to use the horses

recreationally. In order to breed such an all-round horse the members

of the KFps determined a breeding goal.
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The breed idea] has been determined as
follows: ‘a functionally and harmoni-
ously built users'’ horse that possesses
the Friesian breed characteristics, is
healthy and vital, and has the aptitude
to achieve jn sport.' The breeding goal
consists of the components: 1. Exterjor
and movement, 2. Use. 3. Vitality and

health. The subcategories of these
components are recorded in the

breeding Program as the selection
Criteria.
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Characteristics
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in two kinds:

m cbaracteristics Character-
istics for which the average score (25)
is the most desirable. Examples of
such characteristics are: shape of the
pack, conformation of the front legs
and hind legs.

Maximum characteristics Characteris-
tics for which goes the higher the better,
¢.g., expression of the face, expression
in movement, etc. Or characteristics for
which the desired is clearly above
average, such as slope of the shoulder
and shape of the croup. The collection
of all this information gives the stud-
book the possibility to determine the
pattern of what a stallion passes on.

This is reflected in the breeding values
for exterior. These breeding values are
used by breeders to determine the right
combination for their mare. Breeding
values are calculated every year for all
pproved studbook stallions approved
onoffspring and are also published
annually by the studbook.
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The linear score form gives an impression of the exterior of the horse. For every ch

arac-

teristic the desired score boxes are shaded in gray.

tics plays an important role. The char-
acteristic trot, e.g., consists next to
the linear characteristics length in
trot, expression in trot, balance, and
suppleness also of, e.g., rhythm in
trot. The rated characteristics are
rated from 3 through 9.

Use

Friesian horses are used in various
disciplines in sport. They are among
other disciplines shown in dressage
under saddle, show driving, driving, and
combined driving. Friesians are used
from the recreational level all the way
up to the highest levels of competition.
The objective for use of the horse within
the breeding goal is to improve sport
aptitude. Condition for this is that the
easy personality of the Friesian horse is
maintained so that the horse will for
certain also remain suitable for recrea-
tional use. The Friesian horse is @ much
used and versatile horse because of its
willingness to learn,
nt presence.

easy personality,
and impressive and elega
Given the many different disciplines
there is room within the breeding goal
for specialization without splitting up
the breeding efforts in different direc-
tions. The demands that are putona
show driving or dressage horse namely

really do not differ that much. In both
disciplines we strive for a medium
heavy, long legged horse that is built
upward, with a long forearm and strong
hindquarters. Both disciplines benefit
from active hind legs that come under
to carry the horse. But there are, of
course, slight differences, e.g. the posi-
tion of the neck. A dressage horse bene-
fits more from a less vertical neck set
than does a show-driving horse. In order
to improve the position of the Friesian
horse in sport high demands are placed
on the characteristics that together
determine sport aptitude: movement,
exterior (conformation), stamina, char-
acter (willing to work and sociable),
durability, and health.

vitality and health

The demands that are placed on the
horses, especially in the interest of
breeding, serve to improve the vitality
and health of the Friesian breed. The
KEPS wants to have a vital horse,
meaning a durable and healthy horse. In
addition fertility of stallions and mares
is an important topic. The third focus is
that the studbook wants to prevent
hereditary defects. These three focal
points together are determining for
vitality and health.
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